“_I ‘l i ij _r_}_

'_'.i_-d *f ‘.

EMPOWERNENT : ISSUES AND CHALLEN «.

ru\.i "I."

Internal Quality Assurance Cell
Guwahati College
Bamunimaidam, Guwahati-781021

e

Edited By

Dr. Safiqur Rahman
Dr. Golok Chandra Deka




1 eminar, ISBN No, 97 881 &
proceeding Volume, National Semnar, 89872104

Women's Rights . Analysis of Newspaper Reporyg
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; ome very prominent which als attrae

Abstract : Reporting on Human ngt!"d h‘:’h:f?abe. m: [i g Ry ”amd
many international organizations aro & e Hman
Rights in its article described about all human beings are born free and ¢ quat in digniy,
and rights and everyone is entitled to all rights and freedoms set forth in this declaygyjg,,
withowt any discrimination on the basis of race, colour, caste, sex, "fmﬂﬂﬂgtt religion,
political or other opinion. Nonetheless, women are more or less df-pfwed 9} their right
within the four walls and sometime outside. Media is crucial to this issue in terms of jis
coverage and how it is used as a way to help different activities and awareness,

The present study consists of analysis to describe the importance of women's human
rights issues covered by the regional newspapers in Meghalaya. The impact of the
matrilineal society is the other factor that has integrated for analysing the contenss
Does the newspaper conform to the society's value or does it follow the similar perspective
of situations of women around the world, The comparative study of two highest circulated
newspapers of the region i.e., 'Mawphor', and "The Shillong Times' has occupied fo
understand the significant of these news reports.

Key word: Human Right, Matrilineal Society, Media, Regional Newspapers.

L. Introduction:

The world was in a grief situation when the World War 11 created devastation into the
life of the people. tffﬂu conflict, came the United Nations and the Universal Declaration
of Humap Rights, a noble document that Jaid out the rights of every individual. The Universal
Declaration was adopted by the members of the United Nations in 1948 and in its article

_ : religion, political or other opinion.
“ er, 1t took many years for the organization to understand the rights of som¢

b bii » indigenous and disabled people. In 1979, United
nst li"'l:-ﬁm&"m"ﬁ"""""‘“f"t‘fl‘iliminmi.;;.n of All Forms of Discriminati®®
. — TC Aimost four years later to establish the Convention on the Rights of ¢
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©_ _obal scenario, asserts which constitute only 1% belongs to women, while 1 billion

&"::M §$2aday. Wm ﬂ-ﬂ‘l an‘d bt:znr the responsibility of raising family. Yet.

ﬂ o still subject t© p‘dﬂ' inequality which is und‘er different pretext. With the aid of

wm’ﬁrﬂh in work has change from farming to participation in a cash economy.

W jabour is discounted, not valued and even not considered for formal economy.

= [11. Women's Status in Meghalaya :

Women in India are also not exceptional to these suffering. The society and culture had

i wwm] norms, status and hierarchy which created stereotyped rules and regulations for

senand women. Most often, men are entitled to land holdings, inheritance, skills, productive

| Sy etc. Whereas, women receive poor nutrition, poor medical care, and inferior

 oducation, suffer violence and is even fall victim to female infanticide. Now, girls are not to be

.! som, because in some society in India dowry system is still prevalent. If a girl is born, parents

 gre susceptible for daughter's dowry.

!. 'However, this is not the case in all over the country. As mention above, the society had

" created sets of norms to follow which had paralysed women to live as an individual. Nonetheless,

" inNortheast India and particularly in Meghalaya, women life is far more better then the mainland

* India. Many of these social norms and practices have never heard or seen in the society.

" Women are honoured with dignity and this is because of the matrilineal society which is been

followed in this part of the country. Women inherit the ancestral property and they have lineage

" and their children carry that lineage. Therefore, through this assertion, it is perceptible that

- women also take active participation into the different socio-economic activities at home and as

i well as in the society. It is also presume for the women to get free access to education and

paricipation in political activities. Yet, the finding of Utpal Kumar De and Bhola Natl Ghosh in

Status of Women in rural Khasi society of Meghalaya' has a little different explanation to this

4g¢old customs and tradition. In the study, it is found that now many of the families are actually

. beaded by males, Yet, due to the customary law which is still dominant among the people of the

fegion . female has economy independence in the family which is the reason for no

ination among boy and girl. In rural areas, women are mostly illiterate and are not aware
political power and depend on the male partners for the decision. However, they are
of limitation which has empowered the women in the matrilineal society. In

ine electronic newspaper presented a report which highlighted the myth

1 Meghalaya. Matrilineal society has been a source of great pride to the

ain that the reality on the ground is quite different. The report brought

of women condition, domestic violence, lack of awareness regarding

; _r!r_‘ .nt sector many such issues which girvunmspnmtview
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= the time when newspaper in Meghalaya was.. Fgmhlishcd o .Eithcr d’“““"‘“armut
{‘;'h;uim believe or to preserve the indigenous t.radmonalcu‘stnms m‘ e Pﬂ'”m? While m.w:t
emphasis on the recent trend of news reporting in the state, [ L Sewin, the ogie -
‘Apphira, said that the 'vernacular newspapers are more e t_he BION'S newy ang
what is happening about developmeny Project gy

events, what is happening in certain village, : :
Therefore, the women rights and their violence in the region have occupied more i the columy,
1

of '"Mawphor' than in The Shillong Times' which is the English edition of the state.
Beside, the study also include to analyse women's human right related stories i both the

newspapers which are categories into different sections like health, education, pol; tical powe,
economic status, sexual harassment and violence/crime. The analysis of these is ey plained -";
the form of a chart with the percentage of each category to understand the nature of News

coverage of women's human right in the newspapers.

Women's Human Right Stories in

‘The Shillong Times'
Political power Economic status Sexual
% Harr asement
42%

B Sexual Harrasement
® Education

H Health

m Violance/Crime

Education
2% m Political power

8 Economic status

right de Y © chart reveals that violence/crime is rated highest with 49% in women's hum®”
wm::' tbe] 3 :hl:d Shillong Times'. Similar ly, sexual harassment is 42% against the
right, P;ma]m:dm Ehe most in the paper. Whereas, issues that concern the educatiﬂﬂ*":

. €conomic status of a woman which ; ast number ©
coverage in the newspaper. which is found to be the le









