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Abstract: The paper is a critical analysis of the role that Christianity and (by extension)
the church play in the Mizoram Government and its policies - specifically the policy of
the MLTP Act and its eventual repeal. This paper is a chapier in an ongoing PhD
thesis (Department of Sociology, Delhi School of Economics) which started in 2011

while the Act was still in force. However, recent changes in the law do not hamper the

theme of the chapter, which Is inquiring the supposed authenticity and absoluteness

of a recent foreign religion in a society that I believe has become a ‘Religio-Cultural
Hybridity', and the subsequent influence the said religion commands in the current

governance. The paper will not only bring forth the complications rising out of the

church’s involvement, but also the questionability of not only the logic, but also the

spiritual and cultural bases of its very approach. We shall highlight the influence of
liquor in contemporary Mizoram, and, in the process try and grasp the nature of the

Mizo psyche influenced by Christianity, which in turn influences the government. In

order to do so, a comparative study has been made on instances of prohibition in

other spatial and temporal settings - namely, the Temperance Movement, Sunday

Closing Act and the Volstead Act. In the process | question the logic of Mizoram

governmenti § policy making process which repeats documented failures simply due to

the influence of a pressure group i.e. the church.
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introduction

One can consider three major views regarding the consumption of alcohol in Christianity
~all rightly backed by specific verses from the Bible. The first is the consideration of wine as
aneveryday consumable - a ‘fruit of the vine', and its symbolic interpretation as a necessity
without which a meal/phenomenon remains incomplete or unwholesome. The second view is
that of wine being a gift from God thatis integral to bringing joy? but its overindulgence negates
the whole process’. Thirdly, rather than the wine, the abuser is considered at fault!. However,

in Mizoram, the church proposes an overall rejection of liquor from social life altogether. Now,
the reason for such abstinence could be one of the three -

1) Considering the ambiguity of the morality in its partaking, it is safest to abstain;

2)  or,the consumption of liquoris in itself, a sin;

3)  oritisnotasin to partake liquor, nor is it to be intoxicated, as these issues are
restricted to the private sphere; but since the law states so, one should foliow
abstinence. [t should also be noted that what is important here is not so much the
following of law but rather, the existence of such a law in the first place.
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Due to the larger Christian bodies of Anglicanism, Catholicism, Orthodoxy and a
significant minority among Evangelicals adhering to the beliefthat liquor is not contradictory
1o being 8 Christian, liquor consumption can be said to be 2 common sight among Christians
worldwide (PEW, 2011). However, reasons 2 and 3 are what make the issue aof liquor
prohibition in Mizorama debatable one.

Banning of Wine by the Missionaries and Percolation to Modern Day Mizoram

When missionaries came to Mizoram, apart from providing modem education,
medicine and Christian spirituality, they decided that certain social practices of the Mizos
were unsuited to be included in the Christian way of life. This approach downplayed the
cultural significance of wine partaking, among others. For example, the rituals surrounding
the practice of nau pui was an important linkage between tlawmngaihna’® and wine. Its
percolation to present day Mizoram reflects in testimonies of respondents i.e. Mizosare
inherently ‘bad drinkers’, and that it is in the Mizo nature to seek physical confrontations
when intoxicated. '

Basis of the Missionaries’ View on Mize Customs of Liguor Consumption - The
Temperance Movement

Even though wine consumption among Christians is anecessity notonly inthe ritual of
the Holy Communion but also the dietary culture of the white west, the possibility of
liquor being a factor for social unrest as well as & precursor {0 sins was brought to light in the
temperance movernent around the 19" century, [t gained massive popularity especially in
the Welsh countics ~ the places of origin of the first missionaries who came to Mizoram.
Rev. William Williams (Welsh) came to Mizoram in 1891 followed laterin 1 854 by F'W
Savidpe (English) and JH Lorrain (Scottish), commissioned by the Arthington Aborgines
Mission (English). On 31 August 1897, Welsh Calvinist Methodist (Jater changed Prosbyterian
Church of Wales) missionary David Evan Jones founded the first church in Mizoram - the
Mizoram Presbyterian Church (Downs, 1980, Strom, 1980, Dena, 1988).

The philosophical footprints of the Welsh missionaries are deeply imprinted in Mizo
Christianity as shown in the mindset of the people. It is not uncommon o have them link
liquor and sinas shown inthe following excerpts:

‘It 5 like @ preacher once said, Satan doesn i drink, he uses your mouth instead
(laugh)’

‘ves I drink...(when asked if he said it was alright to do so) no it just means I am
abad  Christian...] should do better... but Sutan calls me again (laughs)*

Importance of the Sunday Closing Act 1881 on the Perception of Liguor

Discussing the process of conversion undertaken by Spanish colonisers in the 16"
century Americas, Michael Wood asserts that the colonisers were shaped by ‘centuries of
Ethnocentrism, and Christian monotheism, which espoused one truth, one time and version
of reality’ (Wood 2000: 20).
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A decade before the missionaries first came to Mizoram, the parliament of the United
- Kingdom had enacted an act calied The Sunday Closing Act in 1881. The Act required the

closure of all public houses (pubs) in Wales on Sundays. [t wasn’t until 1961 that it got
repealed.

According to historian John Davies (1993), the legislation was a result of the pressure
of the temperance movément and the Nonconformists’. Temperance movement was, in
theory, a religio-social act of piety and abstinence, while the Nonconformist agenda was a

- political move meant to displace conservative and Catholic schema. The public houses had
supposedly become recruiting centres for the Conservative Party and, this was the rationale
the opposing party used to enact the restriction. What rermained significant though is that
alcohol, in theory, became symbolic of a ‘negative’ Wales - politically, religiously and socially.

Itis thus safe to assume that the likes of Rev. William Williams and other English,
Welsh and Scottish missionaries already had a set notion of the ‘negativity’ of alcohol,
Moreover, in the said time period, it is very possible that the extra-religious agenda of the
nonconformists did not hinder the general religious opinion on liquor since it was a happy
complement to what was considered pious. This begs the question - was the Temperance

Movementof the 19" century really a matter of piety and abstinence; and was it an indication
of aholistic spirituality?

Rise, Decline and End of Probibition in the US: Comparative Study with Prohibition
in Mizoram

Mizaram’s prohibition may be a result of the Welsh attitude but in terms of legisiation
und control, the state shows a number of similarities with the US inits prohibition policics.
The eventual intention of the comparative study is to hi ghlight the inability of the Mizoram

government to oppose the influence of the missionaries despite the documented failed
Irajectory of US’s Jegisiation.

Birth of Prohibition

In 1784, Benjamin Rush argued that the excessive use of alcohol was injurious to
physical and psychological health. and went on to label drunkenness as a disease {Blocker,
1989). Apparently influenced by Rush’s widely discussed belief, about 200 farmers ina
Connecticut community formed a temperance association in 1789, Similar associations WETS
formed in Virginia in 1800 and New York in 1808, Within the next decade, other tcrmperance
organisations were formed in 8 states, some being statewide organisations (Blocker, 1989).

Further Rise of Prohibition; State Enforced Piety — Volstead Act and MLTP Act

The American Temperance Society was formed in 1826 and gained immense popularity
yuickly (Blocker 1989). In the US, the Maine Law was passed in 1851 and prohibited sale
ofalcoholic beverages except for medicinal, mechanical or manufacturing purposes and by
1435, 12 states had joined in total prohibition (Clubb, 1856). The temperance movement
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faced a setback during the American Civil war where both sides relied on alcohol duty ior

finances, but was resurrected post war with the Ant Saloon League.

i

in 1919, the League spearheaded the Eighteenth Amendment in post World War l
US and introduced prolubition Wwith the Volstead Act. The Act set down the rules forenforeing
the ban and defined the types ol alcoholic beverages that were prohibited (Blocker et al
1003). In general. inlonmal social controls in the home and community helped maintain the
expectation that the abuse of'aleohol was unacceptable.’

The informal control exercised by the missionaries in Mizoram may not have been as
restrictive but drinking was still seento be a negative impact on social life. The church
continued butlding up pressurc o the govemment 1o come ot with a formalised rule oflaw.
Subsequently, sumifar to the Volstead Act, the legistation for the MLTP Act was also passed
in Mizoram in 1995. The Act sought to *provide for total prohibition of timport, transport.,
manufacture, possession, sale and consumption of liquor inthe state of Mizoram’ (Mizoram

Fxcise and Narcotics Diepartment 2008).

problems of Knforcement and Decline of Prohibition
Bumns and Movick’s (201 1) documentary illustrates that the Volstead Actwas seen
by its supporicrs a8 & step forward for public morals (similar o the MLTP Act), while its
GPPOSCES SAW 1§ s an intrusion of rural Protestant ideals tnto the urban, immigrant and
Catholic everyday lile {some Mizos saw the MLTP Act as an upnecessary but unquestionabl
imposition smilw private sphere). What has been absolutely common i both the casc. st
lack ol proper enlorcement © { the passed laws.
meflective enlorcement of the Volstead Act uring the prohibitionera unintentionally
led to growthol vast eriminal organisations. including the modern American mafia i Von, -
3010) tn Mizoram, the MLTP Act faced similar problems as well.? Morcover, the advociies
{or pro protabition jurned to vigilantism. However, thereare a numberof faws intheyary
wature of such kind of vigilantism. On one hand, the overall purposc is of betterment ol
society buton the uther, dug o undemocratic, subjective and individual decision making

powers, the former reason gets hany.
che VOP iy in collaboration with the police, so when we catch someone Wit
hand them to the police. Every once ina while there is a stubborn fellow seed
needs 10 be beaien. §don 1 like it but it is necessary especially when the on vty
people are tired and angry. A few punches here and there, and the purpuse &

served. "

The important point here is that irrespective of humane or inhumane handling ¢
tawbrcakers, the state will unlikely interfere in the case of the latter. Mizoram Chief Muusie
1 al Thanhawla, (*Will Mizoram™, 20 13) supported the actions of voluntary organisations|
fheir ongoing campagn: and wentonto further imply that it was the ‘outsiders’ who were il
fault in dealing in drug fraflicking, and buying property off the ‘sons ofthe soil”. This typet
ofTicial position ol the govermment SCEms at loggerheads with recent events. Iny the swnnwf
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02013, local YMA groups evicted known liquor producing ‘sons of the soil” from their
homes - displac ing approximately 100 households in Phunchawn g area and 50 houscholds
in Rangvamual area. :

The nature of alechol regulation being so that a mere regulation of its consumption
hours can cause a public backlash (Phi Uips, 1980), itis inevitabic for such regulations to
tone down. Seeing the decline in the popularity of the Velstead Act. President Franklin
Roosevelt signed the Culien Harrison Act On March 22,1933, legalising beer which had
aleohol content o 3,2%, and wine of similarly low aleohol content (Phillips, 1980). Similarly,
the Mivoram government enacted the MLTP Amendment Act of 2007 that sought “to regulate
manufacture, sale, possession and consumption of wine in Mizoram in relaxation of the
provisions of the Principal Act...' The Mizoram Excise & Narcotics ( Wine) Rules, 2008
was later made *to regulate, manufacture, export, sale, possession and consumption of
wine in Mizoram'. More recently, the Mizoram Liquor Total Prohibition {Amendment) Bill,
2013 was enacted authorisi ng the state government to appoint officers as experts for the
purpose ol analysis or examination of liquor. Consideri ng the fact that there existed a law of
total prohibition in the state {backed by strong support groups), these amendments and
relaxations merely served as a complication,

End of Prohibition

Finding no futwe. prohibition was ended in the US with the ratification of the Twenty-
first Amendment on December 5, 1933, Kyvig (2000) believes that it finally lost its popularity
and public support not onl y due to its adverse and unintended results. but also due 1o
infringement of public liberty, new tax revenues, and problems of organised crime. Itisno

secret that the so called Total Prohibition in Mizoram was also not a suceess, ifnot a raging
failure

Despite the strong stance taken by the YMA and the church. on July 10th 2014, in
the 40 member State Assemb) Y. the Congress led government repealed the 17 years old
MLTP Actin favour of the Mizoram Liquor (Prohibition and Control) Bili 2014. The new
billnotonly has provisions for sale ofliquor by eligible license holders but also for punishments
up to 5 vears for those engaged in the misuse of liquor in public, However, there are a
number of soctal factors that had come into play before and afler the passing of the bill,

Pre Bifl Problems

Prior to the Assembly mieeting, the YMA as well as the youth group of churched took
upon themselves to spread awareness that a repeal was not something that the Mizo society
as well as their religion deemed healthy for the future. Time has already answered questions
onpiety and criminal activities that would result out of repealing of prohibition acts. In 1830,
onaverage, Americans consumed 1.7 bottles of hard liquor per week, which is three times
the amount consumed in 2010 (Von, 2010: 56). Yet, pro prohibitiordsts in Mizoram vocalised
a medical scare of health issyes arising out of the lifting of the ban despite prominent
personalities like Sailo” and Govemor Vakkom Purushothaman voicing otherwise thoughts,
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.ents as found in Anticle 47

the legislative powex of state governm
fState Policy, the state does have the legitimate power to lift

ban has to beanswe osition, but

332
Sinee iquor poliey isunder
of the Directive Principles 0
prohibition. Andyet, the lifing ofthe
to the church and local groups as well.

red notonly to the Opp

Post Bill Problems
Even though it i still carl

y to discuss the post bill mpcrcussions, there are a number of

variables that have been already put into play, Most ofthese variables stem from the stigma
attached to the tag of zu zuar’, which means «seller of liquor”. When the MLTP Act made
provisions for sale of locally produced grape wine called zawlaidi, there were 2 coupleof
complications. Firstly, it could not gain much populanty due to the low alcohol content, and

peaplie complained that it induced stommach ailments. Gecondly, since consuming a huge
n, it was still classifiable under zit. The reluctance 10 engage inthis

amourt caused intoxicatio
irade is dug to, apart from the capital needed to purchase a license, the age old infamy
attached to it

olloguially calied the aldest profession

Inaiking about infamous professions - althoughc
in the world, prostitution is & frowned upon trade inmo
between legal and illegal. Among the Mizos, the trade of 'z
degrading as that of ‘nawhchizuar’ (seller ofbody/ asex work
zuar” is an mfamous curse torm and in many cascs, is used to
happens to be the child of a single mother with unclear forms of income.

The reason the aforemessioned observations arc iieresting is that the profession ol
prostitution has survived the test of time because 1 haw developed the business techniques

and defenses that balance the moral (and hygienic) dilemma of being a client. But, such

canmot be for the profession of a zy suar in Mizoran.

oram. Money cannot be gverything -
hood. Youwill beazuZz

st of the world, tiptocing the fine line
w zuar’ can be considered a8

er). The term ‘childofazu
defame an individual who

.especially if you don wuani
war and your children will b

‘.. this Is Miz
disrespect in the neighboti
called zu zvar fo.

k... but if Hotel Regency buys it

It 1 buy (license for selling liquor) I still runa ris
then they can call themselves a 3 siar hotel and everyone will say it is good fo

sid

fourism ...

Soon afierthe M issued directives in their respective

{.PC Bill was passed, the YA
their locality and perpetrators will by

Jocalitics stating that they will not tolerate liquor sellersin
the MINF also has openty encouraged this decision. This situntiv
ol

cvicted. The opposition party,

i echoic of the eviction of Phunchawng and Rangvamual. The second aspectof the Bill whi

is almost certainly meant to appease the YMA and the Church, only gives more jurisdiction 4
such unethical acts. Individual who bought this commodity before will observably continua! :
do so, butthe supposed legal freedom of a selleras highlighted by the MLPC Billis yet {

overcome complication. As of now, for fear of eviction, the option of opertly atternpting ¥

debunk existing social stigmas attached to liquor also seems jmprobable as well.
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In retracing the Steps ofcurrent views o hquor by the Mizos. we have gone haek 1o
the mindser of the Missionaries vig.g. vis their social backgrounds, and the angoing political
‘nd social topies ofdebate in therr placey of origin. In the Process we ave alsa ohserved

Ossibility that their views on liquor {and the subsequent shaping of the Mizos psyehed,
ough having religious undertones, wag actually a result of the hybridity o the Ongoing
Welsh re ligious. political and social factors, which in turn created arehigiowculiural hvbrid
0 Mirp,

When one retraces the steps that lead 1 this current attitude, we sec thag the origin,
e the ideas of piety championed by the lemperance Movement, was mere Ivastab g
achieving socie] harmony 1 gained prominence and popularity only due to extra-rel; Hous
fetors. The very fact that the earljas | aws on prohibition were halied during the American
Crvil War (as both stdes relied on aleohol duty for finances) questions the Plous pringi pleof
the ban. And i he case of Mizoram, the very survival of this misundersiood piety inthe face

¢

>

aflogical and ecq nonical prudence SeIvesto show the fear of retribution from the church,

The "Mizo rof; gious view of alcohol consumption today sterng from the stereotyped
mundsets of the my sstonaries and has now branched out 1o Bovemance. Moreover, issye of
power in the functioning of the church is not an impossible correlation. It is the influence of
the ehurch that hag led the governmen; 1o turmablind eye 10 docummented case studics of the
tailure of prohibition Recapping the paper. we see a srary] ing similari ty in the stages of
prohibition in the 1 8 and in Misoram_In both the cases, ) the beginnings were based on an
ideological wave. 2y there waga §»::g£%imacy granted to the ideology by the government, 1)
the legitimacy was temented by legistation and law, 4) there were problems of'en forcemeny
ofthe fav. 3) this led 1o the govermnment in making relaxations in the law, 6) the prohibition
would be finally fepealed. The only difference is that evenafter the repeal the Mizo society
a farge stifl mai ntains the profubition epa mindset about the intrinsic values of Biquor, and this
mielayed by both he church and NGOs,

»

A argument for the case of the logical is not frequem amang the Mizos when the
WEUMCNt is against the church, There are ooly a few, especially among notable figurcs, whe

do openly question the influence of the churchand NGOs i, Bovernance like Sailo does:

Tarious NGO like the Yida, MEP.. \whick are not affitiated 1o the church ang

roupy fike MIIP & 1P sehich are church affiicied, pressure the povernmeny
WHE BCr pricvances But tharys jy.. they are Simply pressupe groups. The
Savesnment should 1uke u stand for the overal] betiermeny of the people like iy
e case of the 1ora) Profibition (M TP Act). They (the pressyre roupsj do nay
belong in adminivtrarion They should remair in the spiritug! domain and i
Presemving of culire.

According o Jake Meador (2010 1 )t some Christians have tried to make sense
I post-colonial Christianity by renouncing practically everything ahout the Christianity o)

I colonisers, They reason that ifthe colonialists’ understanding of Christianity could 1y
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{End notes}

“Ttellyou, fwit Fnot drink from this fruit of the vine from now on uni day when § drink
s with voy 1 my bather's &éngdom"*{?ﬂanhew 20629 New Internatinng) Verson)

“1hen he sajg 1o them,
16 anyone whgp hiag nothing ready, for this day is fioly 19 our Lard {Nehemigh §. i

Pt ahe heavy drpher ang the glutton wip come to poverty” Ephesiang 5. 18~ "Dy (Prowerhy
2L
Do N0t join those that drink toqa much ligupe {Praverhs 23:20). “voy are not 1o associyge
With anyvone whe claims (o be 4 believer Yel isa dnm&‘w"{ I Corinthians 5-4 1.

" an untranstarable word akin 1o the Bharma sode which represents that an individual
Conscientiously Puts himself secong o the others and the c(mimszi:y in general, and does the
oSt for others, ofien putting himself 5, discomfort, 1y is 8 unique cultyral code of the
quiniessentia) M tro

“nterview Various)

" Protesian Christiang i England apg Wales why, rejected the reign of the Cathalie churel;,

‘Drunkenness was condemned apgd bunished, by only as an abuse of 5 God-given gift.
Drink itself was 1ot looked Lpou as colpahie, any more than fog deserved blame for the sin
of gluttony, Excess was 5 Personal indiscretion: (Aaron and Mysig 1981 130,

Ex~Minister for Health My Lalrmliana Saiin SaYS. tthe MLTP Agq s directly fesponsible for
the alarming high rate of drug abusers and liquor indyee deaths i e State | due 1o the
resultan; illegal broduction of expensive and unhicalthy Joeql mitde liguor, {Interview;

? Hrima Interview

D The ad iroram Journalists Association and the Mizoram str,f-‘associamm in their revponses
10 the Study Group on Prohibition suggested that e dry law shoyld be lified ang liquor shoyly
o1 be prohibited b Properly regulated aq i1
uther states, The powerfiyd Young Mizg Association {YMA}, the Mizo Hmeichhe Insuihkhawn,
Pawl ¢ MHIPY | the Zoram Taxi Owners Association {£TOA) and the Mizoram College
Teachers Association (M TA)all saidin their replies gy prohibition hag been atotal fatjupe,
{"‘?’m&'libi?%osz”a <0133, However, church leaders were adamant thyy the dry law 4 45 @ Sugress
{ “Prohibition™ 2 133,

Peaple are seared that more will gje due to aleoho COnsUmMpLIon if the bap s repealed. Byt
today, many are currently dying or are inthe process of dying dye (o consumption of aleohol
adulterated wih SPIrit. then there s also the problem of inereased substance abusers who
do not have the patience op {inances to attain proper liquor, "¢ nterview),

Tin my Bersonal opinion, and nat in my Capacity as the head of the state, the Mizoram
Liguor Total Prohibition Act, 1995, has done mare harm thay goadand peaple whe watited to
drink were for ged 10 consume spurioys liguor¢ "‘Liquarﬁaﬁ”, 2013). Healso wenton to say
that he had put his thoughy forward 1o church leaders and even presentad the case of ki,
home state Kerala where the governmeny’s Psu Mmanufactured good Hquor and earned Ry
10,000 crore a year from evenue,

! Amuyl, Interview

Las

B

“Lalrinliana Sailo, Interview

"Go your way. Eat the fat gang drink sweet Haquor and seng purtiong




