
 

 
i 

Table of Contents 

    

List of Figures             iii 

1 Introduction             1–26 

            1.1 Nagaland : The land and the people                                                                   1 

            1.2 The Angamis                                                                                                      2 

            1.3 Significance of the study                                                                                    5 

            1.4 Review of literature                                                                                            7 

            1.5 Aims and objectives                                                                                         18 

            1.6 Hypotheses                                                                                                       18 

            1.7 Methodology                                                                                                    19 

            1.8 Research gap                                                                                                    20 

            1.9 Limitation of the study                                                                                     20 

            1.10 Relevance of the study                                                                                   21 

            1.11 Chapterisation                                                                                                 23 

 

2 Chapter 2           27- 74 

            2.1       Social structure               27 

2.1.1 Village, status and property                          27 

2.1.2 Agriculture                                                                                 33 

2.1.3 Festivals                                                                                          35 

2.2       Feast of merit                                                                        47 

2.3 Morung                                                            50 

2.4       Customary laws                                                                                 53 

            2.5      Myth and Legends of Origin and Migration of the AngamiNagas             57 

 

3 Chapter 3                     75-168 

            3.1   Folksongs of the Angamis                                                                              75 



 

 
ii 

3.2   Categories of folksongs                                                                                  78 

        3.2.1     Lida                                                                                                    78 

        3.2.2    Rühe Pfhe (love ballad)                                                                      86 

        3.2.3   Tsanüü (woodcutting/foraging song)                                                  97 

        3.2.4   Weü-o (group song)                                                                             98 

        3.2.5  Ü (conversation song)                                                                         100 

                    3.2.6 Nuo kepfü pezekecü pfhe (lullaby)                                                       109 

        3.2.7   Khousepfhe (plantation song)                                                            111 

        3.2.8   Thupfheü                                                                                            115 

            3.3   Representations of natural environment in folksongs                                  128 

                     3.3.1 Religion, rituals and superstitious belief                                            128 

                     3.3.2 Significance of nature in folksongs                                                    130 

                     3.3.3 Nature and the supernatural elements                                                145 

   

4 Chapter 4                   169-194 

           4.1Oral tradition of the AngamiNagas                                                                  169 

           4.2Transmission and Preservation of Folksongs                                                   175 

           4.3Variation of dialect in Angami folksongs                                                        187 

           4.4  Gender roles in the performance of folksongs                                               191 

 

5         Chapter 5                                                                                                      195-204 

 

Glossary                    205–208 

Bibliography                                                                                                            209-218 

List of publications                  219-222 

 

  



 

 
iii 

List of Figures 

 

 

Fig. No. Figure Caption Page No. 

2.1 

2.2 

 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4  

3.5 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

3.9 

3.10 

3.11 

4.1 

4.2 

Khonoma, India’s first green village from hunting to conservation 

In pics: Terrace rice cultivation begins in Nagaland, farmers hope for more 

rain 

Sekrenyi festival 2021: Angami celebrates ‘Festival of Purification’ 

Nagaland: Thousands of men, women take part in stone pulling event 

Beautiful view of the Angami morung at Naga Heritage village, Kisama 

Tso Tawo at Khezhakeno village 

Folksong (Trio) performing by Angami ladies at Hornbill Festival 

A musical instrument from the Angami Naga clan, Nagaland 

A picture taken of LhoutsüviPaphino after an interview of Pfüchama 

The Angami tribe of Nagaland  

Mekhrieno and Saphru from Mezoma village 

Rüda from Mezoma village 

Avi Meyase and ChatuoHieme from Khonoma Village 

Neiyiezo Ngunyuno from Kiruphema village 

Lt. Zaseriezo and his wife KevichünoMor from Khonoma village 

Khunyü Rino from Jotsoma Village 

Jieviu Sophi and Vinyühu Meyase from Dzüleke village 

A gospel song in traditional folktune 

Continuation of the song 

            27 

            34 

             

           46 

             50 

             53 

             62 

             75 

            135 

            154 

            155 

            160 

            161 

            162 

            163 

            164 

            165 

            166 

            174 

            174 

4.3 Celebration of Angami Public Organisation Jubilee            186 



 

 
iv 

 


