
Milieu, Memory, Mysticism: 

A Comparative Study of Naturalism and Deep Ecology in the 

Selected Novels of John Steinbeck and Easterine Kire 

 

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT 

FOR THE DEGREE OF 

 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  

IN 

ENGLISH 

 

TO 

 

   
By 

Asenla Yanger 

Department of English 

Royal School of Languages 

Registration No: 1190012 

 

August 2024 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For my constant harbingers of knowledge and wisdom 

my dear loving parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

So do not fear, for I am with you: do not be dismayed for I am your God. I will strengthen you 

and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

          –Holy Bible, Isaiah 41:10 

I ascribe my humble thankfulness to the Almighty for bestowing me with the strength of 

health and understanding throughout my research. 

My deepest and sincerest gratitude, I give, to my Supervisor Prof. (Dr.) Krishna Barua, 

Dean of the Royal School of Languages, The Assam Royal Global University, Guwahati, for 

making me her scholar in the very first place. This work would not have been completed had it 

not been for her tireless guidance, patience, motivation, and encouragement towards me to 

persevere forward. I owe my sincere thankfulness to her for being my support throughout the 

journey. This thesis is her brainchild. 

I am highly indebted to my Co-Supervisor Prof. (Dr.) Rakhee Kalita Moral, Professor of 

English, Cotton University, Guwahati, for her unwavering support and supervision towards the 

completion of my thesis throughout the duration of my research. Her constant assistance was a 

driving force behind the completion of my research. 

I express my thankfulness to Honourable Chancellor Dr. A.K. Pansari and Vice 

Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Sanjay Pratap Singh of The Assam Royal Global University, Guwahati, for 

bestowing me with the opportunity to be a part of the university and chase my dream of 

conducting PhD research.  



I am sincerely grateful to the Department Research Committee members of the Royal 

School of Languages. My thankfulness goes to Prof. (Dr.) Pranab Jyoti Mahanta, Dean, Royal 

School of Communication and Media for always being supportive and providing meticulous 

recommendations to me for the making of a productive research work. My gratitude goes to Dr. 

Baishalee Rajkhowa, Dr. Jasmine Choudhury, Dr. Pronami Bhattacharyya, Dr. Stuti Goswami, 

and to all the other faculty members of the Department of English, The Assam Royal Global 

University for their thoughtful help and care. 

I extend my thankfulness to Easterine Kire for taking out time to meet and share her 

thoughts regarding her works. The personal communication with her had been highly valuable 

for my study. 

My sincere indebtedness goes to the Librarian, management, and staff of Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar Central Library (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi), School of Arts and 

Aesthetics Library (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi), and Sahitya Akademi Library 

(New Delhi) for allowing me to access their vast resources and providing a congenial study 

environment for me to collect information for my research. 

I acknowledge my heartfelt gratitude to my parents, my brother Talitemjen Ao and his 

wife, and my sister Narola Yanger and her husband. Their prayers, enthusiasm, and the words of 

my sister, “Do not let your efforts die” have played the utmost role in bringing my research to its 

completion. I am also grateful for the support of my peers and their faith in my work.  

 

Asenla Yanger 

The Assam Royal Global University 

Guwahati, Assam 




