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CAN THE CITY BE DELINEATED EY MEANS OF HOUSES

Manabu Chiba

There has been little discussion up to now in Japan concerning the
connection between houses and the city. The word “city™ of course
is frequently used, but the city that architects talk about in the con-
text of their houses, especially detached houses, is vague in overall
image and abstract in concept. At times the word refers simply to
the world outside the architect’s own site.

Some may feel that there is no such thing as a city in Japan in
the first place. In Tokyo, for example, two-story wooden houses are
to be found at the bases of skyscrapers in Shinjuku and on the
streets behind splendid commercial buildings in Aoyama and
Roppongi, and detached houses form an endless sprawl throughout
the Kanto region. It might all be described as only one enormous
suburb. The issue here, however, is not whether the city exists or
not. We perceive the city through the presence of an abstract quali-
ty called “urbanity”. That urbanity is engendered by a combination
of material and phenomenal factors, that is, physical urban spaces
and human activities taking place in those spaces. It would seem all
the more necessary, therefore, that, as architects, we try to redefine
urban spaces as an environment of greater tangibility and substance
through the act of design. What exists may only be describable as a
suburb, but we still need to see houses as a cross-section of urban
space instead of treating urban space as merely an expedient and a
foil for our houses. We are today at a point where we must recog-
nize this need and try to develop some sort of urban image.

Looking back, we can see that around 1960, when architects began
to express themselves through detached houses in cities, many dif-
ferent visions existed of the house. Some houses were set in opposi-
tion to the city, some were environments cut out of the city and still
others were works of art. The city was the unstated premise on
which these buildings were based. Though many of the architectural
experiments of the time remain forceful, from the point of view of
urban space, they depend for their effect on being closed, sealed-oft
domains. Roughly speaking, there have been two different forms of
houses in cities in Japan: the townhouse (machiya) of the common-
er and the upper-class residence (yashiki). The samurai residence in
Edo was an example of the latter form. The main building, sur-
rounded by gardens, stood on a property enclosed by a wall. That
form has undoubtedly continued to serve as a model. There was a
tradition, therefore, on which architects could build, one that made
it acceptable to create houses that were self-sufficient.

The urban landscape has undergone rapid transformations in the

last thirty years. Large estates have been subdivided as a result of
land policies and the tax system, and farmland has increasingly
been turned into residential lots. A considerable percentage of the
population now own their houses, but at the price of an extremely
uniform landscape made up of closed domains that are free of any
ties to the city in which they exist. In the process. urbanity has been
lost.

In this enormous suburb of small residences, detached houses con-
tinue (o be the subject of design, and diverse forms of houses are
still being produced. There are some designs that interpret the
house as a building type made ambiguous by changes in the family
structure, and still others that show the house prescribed by comple-
mentary relationships to other facilities scattered throughout the
city. Although such designs based on an internal logic are still to be
found, a deliberate attempt is starting to be made by other architects
to create relationships between houses or to respond to the environ-
ment of the site. These architects are critical of the way in which
the present arrangement of houses has inevitably created closed
boundaries between individual domains and are trying to connect
houses directly to urban spaces.

Doubts naturally remain about the wisdom of considering the
city simply through the medium of detached houses. Some contend
that the possibility of constructing the city from collective housing,
for which there is obviously a great need, ought to be explored, and
such an argument has merit. However, others would argue that
cities destroyed in the Kobe Earthquake, for example, were able to
reconstruct themselves in a relatively short time precisely because
they were made up largely of detached houses, that is, because the
burden of rebuilding was so widely and evenly distributed.
Moreover, the fact that other buildings in Japanese cities, from sky-
scrapers to condominiums, also have site plans modeled on the
same residential form suggests that experiments in detached houses
have the potential to exert a wide influence.

That is why 1 view with hope attempts to redefine urban spaces
through houses, that is, attempts to redefine the boundaries of hous-
es with urban spaces. It may be that the new urban image we have
been trying to delineate is not a radical departure from our present
environment and that what this unique city made up of detached
houses requires is simply the acquirement once more of an urbanity
of some kind.

(translated into English by Hiroshi Watanabe)
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KIYOSHI SI:IKE' El!]d lﬁC DCSIg]] Syﬂtc!n “The environment has also changéd over the past 16 years. Even in once

quier residential areas, there is so much noise from awtomobiles and lowd-

. ! speakers of recvoling trucks such that one cannor study with one's window
Selke House / ] 954, ] 97() apen. (The first mistake of my former house was) the experiment of having
the private living space enterved directly from the garden. 1 was shocked by

Thow not endv uninvited visitors, bur also trash, dogs, and noise readily

BEBLTTHTI AT L imtruded upen the tiving space. So in this house, there is a grand entrv hall
WEHEE MR- 248 (Shinkenchiku, January 197
4 7 2 1

fritsc 071 4E 1 H B

location: Ota-ku, Tokyo phase 2: (above) The first-phase house, (k) 1Mo [#o].
phase 1 site area: approximately 1,000m*  total floor area: 190m (middle) The second-phase house. () 82 Mo [HEOE
site area: 182m°  building area: 50m’  total Moor area: 70m structure: steel frame, wood, reinforced concrete, and concrete (below) Living room of the sec- (F) &2 WoEm.
structure: reinforced concrete; | basement and | story block; | basement and 2 stories ond phase.

completion date: 1954 completion date: 1970

1

H /4 Yoodooooooooono

Site and firse floor; s g; 1/30K),
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Sky House / 1958
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‘A sociery constantly .-x;r]mr.l’.\ and develaps, the ability to freely
rebuild, expand, and dismantle and reconstruct buildings becomes
essential. It will gradually become widely accepted that this way of
thinking, that is a theory of change as the fundamental outfook for
all architecture and cities, should be considered an inescapable
feature of the problem of environmental space.”

(" Building Architecture for Humans " Inowe-Shoin, 1970

HE®EE, 19705

location: Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo

site area: 247m

building area: 104m

total floor area: 98m

structure: reinforced concrete: 2 stories
completion date: 1958

I
- (I
¥ 1T

{above) General view from the south. photo by Akio Kawasumi.

(below) The second floor space is surrounded by a open corri
dor with triple sliding fixtures: shoji screens, glass doors, and

shutter doors: this space is currently used as a guest room.

L
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A _  Second floor;: s ale: 17300
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Sakakura Assnciszs. Architects and Engincers (Fumitaka Nishizawa) “Fhetor:was located inian environyent:miuch-worse thay|

expected. Here two-story houses were jammed together,
almaost illegally overbuilt on tiny plots determined by irra
NO Front House / H / I 962 rienal ciry planning, Therefore, we decided to create this
Tronse as an object isolated in all senses of the word, com-
pletely separated from the surrounding houses and carried

IR IRER TR AR AT (FE/F300E based on the fundamental spirit of the courtvard house.”

{Shinkenchiku, October I

EEDLEVESH

location: Nishinomiya, Hyogo Prefecture
site area: 287m’

building area: 154m’

total floor area: 154m

structure: reinforced concrete; | story
completion date: 1962

(above) Exterior view from the southwest,

(middie) View toward the entrance facade from the east
above and middle images: Photos by Toshio Taira

{below) View toward the living room from the Japanese-stv

Fenan.

(k) ML RS,

Section; scale: 1/300,

Lo E'TI;JJ;_J_

5 First floor; scale: 1/300.
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TAKAM[TSU AZL[MA “Itis my desire to remain steadfast in the middle of the city, ay

it is, with its crowds of people and in its chaotic and contra
dictory state. | want to contemplate, discuss, and observe the

Tower House / ] 966 changes of the citv from its verv core.” { Kenchiku, June 1967)

LES s
BOF

Jocation: Shibuya-ku, Tokyo (above) Exterior view from the west, seen from across the
site area: 20.56m street. Photo was taken in 1997 4
building arca: 11.80m (below left) View from the east. =
total floor area: 65.05m (below right) View toward the living room window opening, :
structure: reinforced concrete; | basement and 5 stories looking out toward the city space of Te kver, seen from the [
completion date: 1966 staircase of the mezzanine, The bathroom is on the right,

L) MEDEDEHFLTRS, 197EIZIRE,

i RA.

Fourth floor.

Third floor.

Mezzanine.

Second floor,

First floor; scale: 1/300,

Basement

~0 -
cippall@yahoo.com
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MAYUMI M[YA“IAKL Architect and Associates
Matsukawa Box /1971, 1978

EREREREE
BRI 2 2

14 - 21

{above left) Downward view into the courtvard. Photo by
Osamu Murai

(above right) Living room in the second-phase house
(below) View toward the courtvard, seen from the second-
phase living room

8

]

Secrion; scale: 1/300

G-

Second floor

cippall@yahoo.com
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“Designing a hrul].l’m:,' that ix 1o go up in the middle of the
ciry must begin by following the primary environment. One
can only create proper form by respecting the pre-existing
environment and improve upon it. After following these cond
tiens, ane can then have permission to start to build one's

(Kenchiku Bunka, December 198

own space...”

location: Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo

site area: 358.9m

structure: reinforced concrete and wood; 2 stories
phase |:

building area: 5Tm
completion date: 1971

phase 2:

total Moor area: 107m’

building area: 88.5m’ 1otal floor area: 157.5m

completion date: 1978

1]
/M

U FSUREL (£58 N

1/30K).

Site and firse floor; scale;
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H;R{JSHI H {\R:"’\ + AICIIUI_ ] mast people believe that comfortable living is dependent on the eity

and nature. In the reality of not being able to close off iy ing within the
H H C house, there is no alternative but to make the city subordinate 1o the
ara Ouse / l )74.. I 998 comfortability of residential living. ...comfortable living will be realizec
by embedding the citv in the dwelling, "

(Toshi Jutaku, extra edition, Autumn 197!
BEE47 YT 4

BE 10218 AL PR PG BAERHC 4 D kLA
41 il b
b1 f E 1975y

location: Machida, Tokyo

site area: 640.1m

phase |

building area: 114.0m"  total floor area: 138.0m

structure: wood; 2 stories

completion date: 1974
Dl!il\(‘ Fi-

building area: 34.5m° 1otal floor area: 102.1m
completion date: 1998

(above) View toward the entrance, seen from the living room

(below left) Exterior view from the west.

thelow right) Second-floor atelier of the extension, The ariginal part of
the house is seen bevond.

First floor; scale:

Site; scale: 171,000,

A Bk o,

cippall@yahoo.com
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It cowld probably be said thar my daily life is experience

' completely within the citv. Here my connections with the |

L physical phenomena of the city accunndate within me 1o 1
House ln Nakano / l 976 extent that it permeates the rhvihms of my bodvy and my 5
of movement. When I express these feelings within archire

re, it becomes my affirmation of the ciry.”
AR (Shinkenchiku, November |
h AR OR

location; Nakano-ku, Tokyo

site area: 367.61m

building area: 150.97m

total floor area: 148.25m

structure: reinforced concrete; | story

completion date: 1976

(above) Exterior view from the north.
(below) Main room. Ceiling height: from 2.2 1o 3.9m. Tor

length: approx. 45m.

L hRA,

IR D 22m~39m, RELE D #945m.

Section; seale: 1/300,

First flovor; scale: 17300

cippall@yahoo.com

14 JA DIMENSIONS OF THE URBAN HOUSE



[ Architecture.Ebook] The Japan Architect no 34 [Summer 1999]
TADAO ANDO A['L'hilel.'[ & ASS()CiEI[eS “Lputting wup a building has a quality of being once and for

all, but it ix alse only through these individual buildings that
one establishes a relationship with a socierv thar is in flux.

Row House in Sumiyoshi / 1976 S e e

ne alternative but to substantiate one's identiry in the city bit

b by bir.” {Shinkenchiku, February 1977)
EREERERRAR

BENEE DALIHLEMD

> =TIkl o) o

FSTElooitaii 60 v

CE DRI HEY G, S 9TTEE2 H W)

location: Sumiyoshi-ku, Osaka

site area: 57.27m’

building area: 33.70m

total foor @ 64.72m

structure: reinforced conerete; 2 stories
completion date: 1976

(above ) The house was to replace one of three existing wood
en row houses.

{below left) View toward the entrance facade from the north.
(below right) Diwnward view of the court. The residents of
this house always have to pass through the exterior court
when moving to and from other rooms.

Faehs,

> B~ BET L L &

A

=

= L TR
A l‘llH ==
| =

T IONEEE
3;_

Site; scale: 1/1,500.

ENTRANCE

COURT

L NG ROOM
PARE ROOM
& BEDROOM

T
s ¢ bs |

]|

Second floor.

1 ] T T —
[P0 T — —|

d GDD 2 3 |1 ]

b o i
First floor; scale: 1/300,

| T =
\ oo} oo f

Section; scale: /300,
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SEEING BEYOND DICHOTOMIES

Yoshiaki Hanada
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Focusing on the Boundary between Houses and Nonhouses
It is difficult to provide a general definition, in words or diagram
of the house as a building type.

What exactly is a house? The first reply might be, “A house is
building in which a family dwells”, but that gets us nowhere, as |
clearcut historical or social definition exists for family. Attempts
a functional definition might yield statements such as, “A house |
place where people gather together in close harmony™ or “A hou:
is the only place where certain kinds of behavior are possible™, b
today, when so many different building types exist. it is difficult
imagine any behavior that is engaged in exclusively in a house.
might disregard function and focus on architectural image. A stat
ment such as “A housc is a building with a gabled roof”, howeve
is obviously contradicted by the existence of houses with flat roo
and vaulted roofs. We might assert that a house has a distinctive
plan, one in which a corridor leads from an entrance vestibule to
the living room and bedrooms. However, many building types su
as hotels, schools, hospitals, and prisons, have public or private s
tial units that correspond to entrance vestibules, kitchens, living
rooms and bedrooms.

No doubt some will scoff that by such a discussion we are onl
playing with words. What is the building we live in, if not a hou
and who are the people we live with, if not a family?

We ought not to forget, however, that our families are by no
means generic families but belong to a special form called the mi
ern family. In the modern family, separation is maintained betwe
the family domain and the public domain, members have strong
emotional ties to each other, division of labor according to sex,
with men working outside and women staying at home, is practic
focus is on children, and group cohesion of the family is reinforc

The most important of these points is the separation of the [an
ly domain from the public domain. It is because of this separatio
that people have withdrawn from the public domain into the fam
leading to the cohesion of the family as a group and the establish
ment of emotional ties between family members. Love for a chil
has been transformed into a child-centered way of life, in which evi
effort 1s made to prepare him or her to be a capable human being
the modern marketplace. that is, the world. To make that way of
life possible, a division of labor has inevitably developed betwee
the sexes, with women becoming the mainstay of the household.

Modern society, therefore, is the union of the unit called the
modern family and the modern market, which exists outside the
family. This can be expressed by the formula: modern society =
modern family + modern market. It is, in other words, the union
love and money. Moreover, il houses are the containers for the
modern family and building types other than houses are the cont:
ers for the modern markel, then the spaces of modern society are
combination of spaces that are houses and spaces that are not hor
es; i.e. spaces of modern society = houses + nonhouses.

As [ have already pointed out, the modern lamily is not a con-
cept that can be defined in isolation. Its existence is conditional ¢
the modern market, which lies outside the family and to which it
linked in a complementary relationship. Therefore. the house, as
container of the modern family, can only be defined in complem

cippall@yahoo.com



tary relationship to other building types. Of necessity, nonhouses

play an important part in determining what houses are like, as hous-

s play an important part in determining what nonhouses are like.
That is one of the reasons defining the house is so difficult.

Since the house exists only in complementary relationship to other

things, there is no such thing as a unique, absolute image of a

use or a family. The house represents a provisional boundary

rawn between it and the nonhouse, an index or criterion used to

faw that boundary, or in a more abstract sense, an interpretation of

the outside world is to be understood. Designing a house is an

llectual operation on that boundary. How, then, exactly is that

ary designed?

The Hidden Danger of Using a Word Such As “City” as a
Blanket Term for the Outside World

The need to define the house in terms of a complementary relation-
ship makes it easier to understand the desire of many architects to
use the word “city” in trying to explain their houses. By substitut-
ing the word “city” for “nonhouse™—the item necessary to any def-
inition of the house—one arrives al a rationale for one’s design.

Take, for example, the terms “urban house™ and “urban hous-
ing". Whatever their origin or the changes in meaning to which
they have been subject, such expressions do impart to the “city” a
special meaning.

I will leave an actual analysis of examples to another time, but
‘when an architect uses such expressions, he has in mind by the
‘word “city”, not just the townscape around the site, but more
abstract images such as “the harsh living environment”, “the con-
fused landscape™, “a society systemically full of deceit” or “the
modern contradiction™. It then becomes easy to postulate two poles
in opposition: the “city”, representing everything that ought to be
denied or rejected, and the “house”, a highly concentrated space
that needs to be protected because it is surrounded by that “city™.

The architect usually characterizes his effort by a metaphor, such
as that he is “driving a wedge into the city”. His objective, when
referred 1o as “a dissimilative effect”, sounds impressive. But the
“city” in that case is only a preconceived background on which a
dissimilative effect can be had, or in which “a wedge can be dri-
ven”. The “urban house™ as a design approach is dependent on that
lautology. Consequently, the resulting houses, as the nearly win-
dowless walls facing the street in many cases attest, embody the
architects” interpretation of the “city”, but fail 1o effect any change
in the boundary between the “house™ and the “city”.

There is not the space here to discuss this matter in greater detail,
but I believe the above comments are applicable to many acts of
residential design and indeed to architectural design in general. It is
not just a matter of the “city”. Broad generalizations are frequently
made about the state of the world., with allusions to other fields, and
facile parallels are drawn between the images conjured up by those
words or the relational schema suggested by the words on the one
hand and the tactility of things or the arrangements of architectural
spaces on the other. It is the substitution of an abstract, easily-solved
problem for the real one, that is, a failure to consider the relationship
between different categories, namely language and architecture.

-12 -
cippall@yahoo.com
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Toward a More Realistic Understanding of the World

A number of houses recently published in architectural magazines
in Japan can be seen as critical of the abovementioned approach to
design.

To put it in the context of this article, their architects are mindful
of the various boundaries that surround a house, and by moving the
position of those boundaries, they create changes in the condition of
the house. They want to be able (o explain logically the thoughts
behind their design, instead of seeking an easy rationale for their
designs in the outside world, and scrupulously avoid facile transla-
tions between language and architecture. A complex problem is
considered as a complex problem. That is the stance the architects
have taken in designing these houses. In what follows, 1 have con-
sidered from such a viewpoint the work of a number of architects
published in this magazine.

Toshiharu Yoshii is one of the architects who make the thick-
nesses of boundaries the subject of design in an easily comprehensi-
ble way. In a series of houses including the “House in Noda™ and
“House in Suma Tenjincho™, he has proposed devices or mecha-
nisms for making adjustments in complex relationships: e.g. the
relationship between the site and the street in front or an adjacent
property. the relationship between family members, and the rela-
tionship between several different generations living together. Of
course, solving such problems is a part of any residential design,
but what I find interesting in his work is the fact that these mecha-
nisms are not simply added to the house. He sees the house as
being itsell an apparatus for making adjustments, that is, he sees the
creation of such an apparatus for adjustment as the objective of
design. His intention seems to be. not to make the house an expres-
sion of relationships, but to turn the house itself into those relation-
ships or boundaries.

The works by Yoshiharu Tsukamoto, including “Ani-House™ and
“Mini-House™, are impressive for the relationship established
between each house and its site. The sites are typical of urban sites
in Japan, being 66 to 100 square meters in area and located in
densely-built areas. Most architects would build the house or the
garden wall up to the property line. and arrange the scheme around
a courtyard, though the periphery might be designed in some way.
Tsukamoto, however, designed each of these houses as a villa, that
is, he arranged each building in the middle of the site, leaving an
open area on all sides . This open area has been given a complex
configuration, with stairs and bathrooms extended in a three-dimen-
sional way. This generates pleasant views from inside the house
and provides a somewhat strange buffer zone outside it.

Tsukamolo calls these designs the result of his focusing on “the
way the building stands”. “The way a building stands™ is a some-
what unusual expression, but it might be thought of as an equilibri-
um achieved by defining the house from both urban and architectur-
al points of view.

The problem with most residential areas in Japan, in his opinion,
is that individual lots, though planned with detached houses in
mind, are too small for building comfortable villas but too low in
density for townhouse-type solutions. He believes, therefore, that by
searching for an appropriate “way for the building to stand”, light

JA DIMENSIONS OF THE URBAN HOUSE 17
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will be thrown, through controls on the house, on its correlative, the
city. This might be rephrased in the language of this essay as an
attempt to redefine, not only the house. but the world outside the
house—that is, the city—by designing the boundary between the
house and the nonhouse. It is a very lucid idea and is in sharp con-
trast to the idea of simply accepting a stercotypical image of the
city and driving a “wedge” into it.

Taira Nishizawa has made interesting efforts with respect to the
language of architecture. His thoughts are well presented in an
essay entitled “The Materials of Size”. Instead of depending on the
outside world to provide a logical system that might serve as the
basis for architectural design, he attempts, as much as possible, to
create a language from within architecture. In order to “reexamine
buildings from a different angle”, but “only an angle with universal
character”, he asks, not “what is a building?” but “what is a build-
ing made of?" He builds the hypothesis that buildings are made, not
of “intentions or views™ or “uses or functions”, (though these are
recognized as necessary), but of “materials and procedure™. By
“materials and procedure™, he does not mean building materials. He
means, instead, indices of scale such as height, width, length and
area, three-dimensional units that combine those indices such as
“size”, “long-and-narrow”, “outline™ and “‘compressed”, and verbs
that indicate operations such as “to scatter” and “to gather”. They
form a collection of the elements from which buildings are assem-
bled and the rules for the arrangement of those elements; in other
words, Nishizawa is trying to create a language.

The point that needs to be made here, and it is indeed a notewor-
thy point, is that the systematization he is attempting to develop is
the polar opposite of what is often referred to as autonomous archi-
tecture. That is, he conceives of “materials and procedures™, not as
a set of closed operational rules, but as something that makes possi-
ble an open approach to architectural design, one that permits
someone to make a mistake, and for someone else to try anew. The
four houses that he designed to test that idea—"Tachikawa House",
“Kumagaya House”, “House O-ta” and “Villa in Suwa"—have dis-
tinctive site plans that generate curious relationships to arcas around
each site. No doubt his language is sufficiently develaped to look
critically at the design intentions and results of his own work.
Nishizawa is a stickler for logic, and consequently, his writings,
contrary to the nature of the ideas expressed in them, may give the
reader an impression of inflexibility. Nevertheless, his efforts are
extremely interesting because they are an unusual attempt to devel-
op a way of, not simply describing existing architectural spaces, but
discovering new ones.

It is dangerous to generalize from a few examples, but a number of
houses published recently in Japanese architectural magazines that
impress one as especially sincere suggest that something like an
cthical stance is being taken with respect to the present condition.
Yutaka Saeki, a cognitive psychologist, states that “a state in which
one continues to aspire to reality and to have hope for explication,
even to a small degree” is marked by a sense of reality. Perhaps,
such a pursuit of reality is behind those houses. These architects
seem to be saying that, in order to perceive the world in all its com-
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plexity, we need to discard shop-worn phrases, devise more accu-
rate models that link the world, architecture and the city, and see
the world more realistically through those models. Naturally, such
ideas and buildings, being so different in design from the residential
areas around them. might also be called “wedges”. but instead of
doing nothing about the city. they at least begin to suggest new
ways in which the world might be programmed.

Seeing beyond Dichotomies

Well over a million houses are constructed every year in Japan, but
this essay has commented on fewer than ten of them. They were
built, moreover, over several years. There are many other houses,
architects and design approaches that deserve discussion.

A number of problems present themselves, such as what 1o do
about the landscape in suburban residential areas, how to consider
the sustainability of houses, how to participate in the on-going com-
mercialization of houses, and how to adapt to transformations of the
image of the family. They all seem to come down to the issue of
what the architectural profession ought to be like and how archi-
tects ought to design if the quantitative problem of housing supply
is 10 be addressed. Confronted by this problem, many architects
today are at a loss, and some researchers are exasperated by the
timidity of architects.

I would not go so far as to characterize this too as a problem of
boundaries, but even so, the problem will remain unsolved as long
as it is framed as an either-or situation. It is not a question of
whether a river, say, ought to be crossed or not. Seeing things as a
dichotomy is itself the problem. It is important that we gain the
capacity to see the river as not a river. Discussions on whether
architects are artists or not, or whether a building is a work of art or
not, are typical dichotomic propositions that periodically surface.
but to someone who sees the complexity of the problem. the issue
should not even arise. The realistic thinking I have attributed to the
three architects discussed in this essay is, despite the absence of any
direct confrontation of the issue of quantity, an example of such a vision.

Finally, to go back to the image of the boundary between houses
and nonhouses that was the starting point for this essay, I would
suggest that the boundary itself would cease to exist, diverse
dichotomies in the language of architecture would be dissolved and
a broader view of houses and architecture as a whole would be
made possible by observing the following rules during design,
though this is really a matter for later discussion.

* Do not arbitrarily make a problem simpler than it is.
* See architecture as a a parameter for adjusting the relationship
between things, people and conditions.
* Maintain a relationship between those engaged in architectural
design and others—a relationship in which the meanings and inten-
tions of design can be discussed.
* Design being a process in which choices must continually be
made. always question why one alternative was adopted and not
another, and keep lines of communication to the public open.
* Never use architecture as a test of allegiance, to verify the judg-
ment of others.

(translated into English by Hiroshi Watanabe
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Ani-House

ExdiR+BBRK/ 7 HUT -T2
F—+INJ R

A private house located on the coast aboul
one hour from Tokyo by train, This is an
area where the houses once stood on rela-
tively generous plots with plenty of space,
but these have now been subdivided and
built up. On a more or less rectangular
south-facing plot about 10m > 11m, a
building some 6m square has been laid
out, set back 2 - 3 m from the plot bound-
ary, as a physical and actual response to
the specifics of the surrounding environ-
ment. The interior is a single one-room
space with the Kitchen and bathroom pro
jecting from the volume of the cube as nec-
essary. The floor and ground level are half a

Site; scale: 171,500

Section; scale: 1/300)
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story out of alignment, and, by staggering
the internal and external sight lines, an
internal space with an open character is
achieved without compromising privacy
Structurally. the slab is lightened by using
a steel-frame construction with bowstring
beams, so that the internal space is made
larger. The bedroom foor is sunk 1.12m
into the ground, and the floors of the living
room, study and roof terrace are respec-
tively 1.6m, 4.14m, and 6.8m above
ground level.

- 14 -
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and ac "“f" response to the specifics of the s 1,875~2,200 i 1 y
surrounding environment. The floor and
ground level are half a story our of
alignment, and, by staggering the internal
and external sight lines, an internal space
with an open character is achieved without
compromising privacy. The kitchen and
.
bathroom project from the volume of the s
cube as NECessary.
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This approximarely 6m-square house has B | 27 9 27 18 g
been set back 2-3m from the plot boundary. ~ } w 7 ‘:E
- = = f
(p.27. above) The kitchen and bathroom 16 & { o
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(p.27. below) View toward the street, seen
from the vard berween the boundary and the 7 15
house.
200 — . L4140
— e
\ : 2ot 1 =
(230) RN 4Tt — o = = 4
(45 W, #6mMoZ OfEEidnil 7 | §
MR SE2 - mOB A M- TRRENT 10, 95 14 }
= e ow
(7B L) BRPHEMEANLT2¢(HNT 7] 1,722 28 1 2
= 14
Ve,
e . . 16 £ g i
(27HF) ity b Wb RO I O BE X 1 i = = f !
o
LA, g B &
o |
T
o
28
11
. | .
==} 12 13 i 808 i
g | & &
4 ' = 3
\ () == - : 3 |, VI
! =
x| ] 8
(i ws - e e — .
£ } o
&
= 5 - >
f 700 [0 120 ¥
e 9
o~ h il 25 4
0l 2 8 24
| -
| !
30 L 16 | 8 9
i c |
) A 24- / -
= |
T Rt— —n ‘5
2 3 o
— 2 p Nt il ey sl v dnide Ponedie i i o A N E" VGL +0 ]
——— g () s .
o — ) 31 1
% L g
| 8
200 i
1 , TBIFL —1120
2
=
Iﬂ‘
Sectional detail; scale: 1/50. =l
187 19" 20
A STUDY ROOM 8 trowaled mortar, wax finish 19 setting concrete, 1=60mm
B LIVING ROOM 9 cailing / wall plywood, 1=12mm, stainless steal screws, sandpapered 20 crushed stone, 1=B0mm
C BEDROOM texture, wax finish 21 handrail: steel pipe, @=42 7mm, ant-corrosive paint finish
10 spandrel wall. exposed concrete 22 tread: chequered stee] plate, 1=4 S5mm, anti-corresive paint finish
1 rook: polyvinylchloride sheat, t=2 0mm 11 Japanese linden lumber core plyweod, t=24mm, oll paint finish 23 string: steel plate, t=12mm, ant-corrosive paint finish
autoctaved light-weight concrata, 1=100mm 12 flooe: oak floaring, t=12mm 24 steel rod, e=18mm, antl-corrosive pant finish
2 1op rail: galvanized steel Sy, bant floor heating panel, t=12mm 25 steol rod, @=25mm, anti-corosve pant finish
3 roal: galvenized steel sheet, t=0.6mm, batten seam roofing plasterboard, 1=12mm 26 lumber core plywood, 1=40mm
asphalt roofing, 24kg/m structural phywood, t=12mm 27 window frame western hemlock, facing-20mm, clear lacquer paint finish
structural plywood, t=12mm floor joist;40mm = 40mm 28 window frame: westarn hamiock, facing-20mm, oil paint finisk
glass wool, 1=100mm 13 baseboard: western hemiock, h=B0mm, clear lacquer paint finsh 29 aluminum curtain raids
4 exterior wall, corrugated galvanized steel, t=0.5mm 14 ceiling / wall: plasterboard, t=9.5mm, acrylic emulsion paint finish 30 olive trees
asphalt roofing, 18kg/m lauan plywood underiaymeant, t=5.5mm 31 lawn
structural plywood, t=9mm 15 fipor: lauan phywood, 1=5.5mm, wax finish 32 stone masonry lexistingl
glass wool, t=100mm structural plywood, t=12mm 33 cross-tio
§ lean-io roof: steal plate, 1=4 6mm, hot-dip galvanized finish 16 ready-made aluminum sash for steel frame + wired clear glass, 1=8.8mm 34 concrete blocks wall lexisting)
6 handrail: steel Hat bar, W=40mm ® D=8mm, hotdip galvanized finish 17 ready-made aluminum sash for steel frama + wired glass, 1=6mm 35 laurel shrubs
7 handrail / hanger pipe: steel pipe, 0=32mm, anti-corrosive paint linish 18 foamed polystyrena, t=28mm 36 polyvinyl-chloride cormugated sheet walllexisting)
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location: Chigasaki, K

total floor area: 121.85m
basement area: 36.00m

second floor area:

penthouse floor ared

structure: steel frame; | basement, 2 stories, and [-story
penthouse

2 children

46.74m
121.85m
36,00ny
46.35m

| By
8.600mm
¥ 6.985mm
Mol 5 1 FRAGCR (RS 0 s
19974 4 H
tilk Bt T

{athove) Interior of the study room (floorlevel:GL+4, 140mm)
(middie) Imterior of the living room

(floarle L+ 1.600mm).

(below left) Interiar of the bedroom (floor level:GL-1,120m
(helow right) View toward the living room and the bedroom
seen from the staircase.

. GL4+4.140mm ).
+1,600mm).
iL-1,120mm!.
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Second floor. Roof.

e, BOmm % 60mm X 1mm X 1mm, anti-cormosive paint finish
platn, 1=6mm, 250mm X 80mm, anti-corrosive paint finish
sash + float glass, t=Smm

/ S /
r; / y ¥ 113
pin, @=18mm, anti-corrosive paint finish Vﬁ:‘w " / / / _.r/ / J-I / { / ' /
i hamiock, t=20mm il paint finish <, N / S [] N _ [\‘u- - ;/J

]
el
| A
== /=
=D
: '-\—H_\g___;
. A Vo=
e | [ \
I —
————— 4
———— |
_— | |
e |
_a1
|:‘ | w‘l’
| —— | __;\I\ ey
—_— e A
. /f/x( =
Basement. First floor; scale: 1/150,
G ROOM
phywood, t=5.5mm, wax finish . 1.000
plywood, t=12mm
plastarboard, 1=0 6mm, acrylic emulsion paint finish ‘
phywood. t=5 6mm
1=4 Smm, hot-dip galvanized finish
t=Bmm, anticorrosive paint finish | ‘
t#, 1=18mm, anti-comosive paint finish A - = 15
\ /
| |/
100mm X 50men X 20msm X 2 3mm, anti-cormosive paint finsh ‘ . ;‘“
o, 125mm % 126mm X B.5mim X 9mm, anti-comosive paint finish ‘ 7 ‘ J./

15748 1-55mm Ty 2 AL s i
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AF-FAM §=16mm MEHERR

* 80mm X 40mm @300mm o.c.

+ 40mm X 40mm @300mm o.c.
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TAIRA NISHIZAWA Architects & Associates

House O-ta

fERA RIS R BERR
KEBDO/IND A

This house stands in a district of low-rise
houses, shops. factories, and larger medi-
um-rise buildings in a dense. small scale
arca in Tokyo.

The southern part of the site is given over
to parking. In the center of the remaining
portion of the site stands a building jus!
over 3m wide. The first floor is a steel

structure, while the second floor is built

in typical Japanese wooden construction.
Arranged on both sides of the house are
four similar tall rooms, each with a ceil-

ing height of 3.7m, and a floor-to-floor

room, and the second floor contains two
bedrooms. Between these rooms is a
four-story stack of service spaces, includ-
ing an entrance, bathroom, and toilets,
arranged as compactly as possible.

Each room has a very high ceiling, with
the windows placed high on the walls, so
that the sky and surrounding roofscape
are visible. These high, broad walls bring
skylight and natural ventilation into the
spaces. The area around the building may
change in the future, but the building’s

“height parameter” will preserve its pri-

height of 4.2m. On the first floor are a vacy
kitchen-dining space and a Japanese-style »#L7:
R
1
i
\
\
-
—
1
\
\
1
i
Site: scale: 141,500

Site and 2.5th floor; scale: 1/300,

Section; scale: 1/300
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1

2.5th floor.

4 10 1 4
2nd floor.
i |
H
4 7 [/ 7
e |
T — ] L

“ﬂ |1“'

?

]
f
A1
.%- — —_— —— — =
| Ist floor; scale: 1/150.
1 JAPANESE-STYLE ROOM 8 BATHROOM
2 ENTRANCE 9 FLOWER BED
3 DINING ROOM / KITCHEN 10 BEDROOM 1
4 CLOSET 11 BEDROOM 2
5 PARKING 12 LAVATORY
6 SERVICE YARD 13 SPARE ROOM
7 VOID
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[ Architecture.Ebo
Oea-ku, Tokyo

et TAIRA NISHIZAWA Architects & Associates
il engineers: lto Structure Design Workshop
il contractors: Sakai Komuten + Kenchiku Produce
Kekyjo
pirex 06.50m’
g arex: 17.00m’
B floor arca: §7.90m’
(oo area: 37.00m’
88 o e 780
o floor area: 17.00m’
U8 floor area: 6.10m
r steel frame (1st+1.5th floor) and wood (2nd+2.5th
e, 2 stories, partly 4 stories
Bt height: 8,580mm
beight: 8.376mm
tion date: September, 1998
Sl composition: grand father and couple

106.50m'
37.00m’
i &790m
| i

780

7700

10

o 4T7%

5% 'ﬂ‘f‘?r
o RiE( ) e
I RE 2R (854 )
& 4576mn

TR
L ey
T |

) View of the west side. This house stands in a district of
Wetories and [ow houses, in downtown Tokvo.
2 above| General view of the northw e, The width is
and the maximum height is 8,580, 5mm.
2 below ) View from the south. The second-floor wall is a
eolored aluminum spandrel (vertical pattern), and the
or wall is a silver-colored aluminum spandrel
tal pattern).
whove) General view of the south side.
AL below) View of the dining room and kitchen. The
wideh | 380mm, height 1, 420mm, is 2,150mm above

page, above| Interior of the bedroom 2. The ceiling
e i 8 T, the width is 2,960mm, and the depth is
The walls and ceiling of the second floor are

page, below) Interior of the dining room and kitchen.
soom is the same size as the bedroom 2. The walls and
g of the first floor are white.

night) Interior of the bedroom 1.
i right) Interior of the Japanese-style room. The ceiling

08 3, 700mm, the width is 2,960mm, and the depth is
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DO PMLER 2.150mm.
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KAZUYO SEJIMA & Associates

Y-House

Y-HOUSE
R Ecsi £ ag SE

This is a private residence in Katsuura
city in Chiba Prefecture about one and a
half hours by car from Tokyo. The site is
one of almost symmetrical subdivided
lots in a high density residential area.
Positioning the house in the center of the
site created two external spaces on either
side of the house which can be indepen-
dent, and every internal room is connect-
ed to both of external spaces. This layout
also maintains a physical interval with
the neighboring house, and ensures good
ventilation and daylighting as well as pri-
vacy from noise. Al the same time, on the
second floor, a life surrounded with green-

Site; scale: 1/1,500.

Section; scale: 17300,
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ery is provided. On the first floor, each
room is part of a large bright white space
opening directly onto a terrace. The vol-
ume projecting outdoors from the living
room on the second floor adjusts both the
spatial expanse, by providing a different
view of the garden, and also the relation-
ship to the street. The whole site, includ-
ing the internal life-space of the dwelling,
can be circulated around.

PR ST | M e, TR
Wic@>WREETH L. WL, 1ZE2H
Wi fram X 3 A L il — 1y
hsH, BEEYRPIIIETAIEICL
h, ZoOWzAYLIzAN—RA L4 D
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BEEmETEIZ L b, T<ToOR TR
B & DML R S, A, SR,

EhEDTIAH—2HTwDH, [AFZ,

2T ) — 2 C E R A REE
L, 1BCRAZLELWLWENO—E
ELTHHET 7 AICHEN TS, 20

Site and second _ﬂfmr?' scale: 17300,
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(above) General view from the east, looking seen from the northeast terrace through the
toward the seashore of Katsuura ttil] am and the bathroom.

(p.40, above) View from the balcony; the (p.41) The terrace and balcony on the south-
third-floor guest room volume seems to float west side,

above the living spaces.

(p.40, below) View toward southwest terrace,

-9 .
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! BEDROOM
CHILDREN'S ROOM
BATHROOM
UTILITY ROOM
TERRACE

LIVING ROOM
KITCHEN-DINING ACOM
BALCONY
WASHROOM
GUEST ROOM

1 VOID

SCwmNOMbAWN

Third floor.

Second floor.

%)

o

el T4 i

30 First floor; scale: 1/300.,
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TOSHIAKI IS]-JI

DA Architects & Associates

5 Floors

B HFAAREEE T
FS

The site is located between a redevelop-
ment area around the crossing of two
trunk roads and an older residential area
in Tokyo. The husband and wife clients
are both dentists, and wanted a building
to serve as both a dental practice and res-
idence. The rectangular volume including
the basement consists of two different
functional spaces, and three routes link-
ing them: for those using the residence,
the dental clinic, and the elevator con-
necting the basement to the third floor
respectively. The house consists of a sim-
ple structure and the membrane covering
it is designed to take advantage of the

uncertainty of a dwelling formed of only
a film. The theme is contact with the out-
side world via distorted picture-like
views of life seen through the membrane.
The structure consists of frames with a
span of 4.85m projected in three direc-
tions from eight steel columns arranged
in four lines with a uniform span of
2.65m in the north-south direction. This
allows freedom for both the planning of
each floor and the expression of the
facade. The shapes of the translucent
film-covered glass openings are the result
of directly expressing the internal func-
tions.
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| Esterior view from the east. The
gbmetal sliding door on the left is the
8¢ o the residence and parking area.
door on the right is the entrance
clinic.
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(facing page) General view from the northeast. Exterior wall:
galvanized and aluminum-coated steel sheet spandrel. open-
ing: clear glass, shatter-prevention film.

(above) Third-floor terrace. High-rise buildings can be seen
in the background. Terrace width: 2,600mm.

(below) Night view of the terrace.

(FEFT) MG Rt. YRR s O) S AMEA S FLL, [
18 - A A, MR IE T ¢ L ARGD (CEEE)
(k) 73 A, MARREOBEREARALS, 77 AW :

2,600mm.

F) 77 A8 R

1 ROOF-GARDEN BAR
2 MAIN RODM

3 TERRACE

4 ROOM 1

5 ROOM 2

& CLINIC

7 WAITING ROOM

13 ROOM 3

14 STORAGE
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Ishida Architects & Associates
: Tectonic Consultanis

mnctoes: Godai Corporation

e 59,75’

fares: 223.52m'’

e 56.55m"
e arex 5289
oot wrex: 57.04m

£ §7.04m

eel framed reinforced concrete (basement) and
g8l frume (ubove ground); | basement and 3 stories

: 8.192mm
£015mm
jie: September, 1998
mosition’ grand mother and couple

[ 8B ¥F (<

BRI 125 I B

b= 23 LG x)
975w

| 25’

0% (IFE : 60+10%)
EBLY (FFE .
Rl 7 — b

IR L3R

VSR R B X I

o
& n

;‘ i Dowarward view of the staircase, seen from the

hn mwam. The entrance door of the residence is
o the stairs.

e oward the north side of the main room. Ceiling

LY

Wi View of the northeast corner. In the ceiling are

ol shylipht openings.

] View toward the east side of the second-floor
pling height: 2.200mm.

B R R TS

1= 0 A EREER O

SRRIOEME RS, FHR © 2.200mm.
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Sectional detail; scale: 1/60. _ 40 _
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JUN TAMA
Hakama

EiEE ER7 LI -FA
Nh=

The site is located on the side of the
entrance o a verdant Shinto shrine in a
residential destrict of Uji City in Kyoto
Prefecture. This building is an alien sub-
stance inserted into the town, at the same
time, it envelops a dwelling space. At the
center of this white monolith lies a living
room with a ceiling height of 5m, in
which several large openings have been
cut. Thick walls appear to surround the
central space (living room) and their deep
openings emphasize the building’s mono-
lithic impression. The architect was con-
vinced that the monolith was composed of
surfaces. So he thought the spaces sur-

rounding the living room could function
as rooms by substituting a series of clos-
ing surfaces of effectively no thickness.
These partitions, between the central
space and the surrounding rooms, are
simply curtains which allow wind, light
and people to pass through them. By
using such a gentle partition, the building
can also become a single large space. The
boundaries within the dwelling are made
up of a series of independent rooms.

Architec_:ture.Ebookl] The Japan Architect no 34 [Summer 1999]
/ Tamaki Architectural Atelier

W I BB EET OB, Rl
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il ErhTws, BHOEMEIZ, ko
M EM) b EulEL | TRBEEh,
FOHOE, BEFIHTHLEVIHRE
WH TV A, BERIE, WEMET 2003
EHEThHEEHELTVE., FLTHEAD
ZuDEEoMLARTE2 M, &
MAEteemAT, MEE LTEELES L
Al oz L EEOHE Lot

Mhidh—7r 1 HTHE. f=
AP AN FLELENE L
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Site; scale: 1/1,500.

L _
Site and second floor ;scale: 1/300.

Section; scale: 1/300.

64  JA DIMENSIONS OF THE URBAN HOUSE

_4] -

cippall@yahoo.com




[Architecture.Ebook] The Japan Architect no 34 [Summer 1999]

I

cippall@yahoo.com
pp @y JA DIMENSIONS OF THE URBAN HOUSE 65



[ Architecture.Ebook] The Japan Architect no 34 [Summer 1999]

105210
a
.. B B |u
7T T
\ y
% N § 14 105X 105
1L | 1.640 y E /
g | | ) & " 4
] g : g
I E 2
§| il ﬁaﬁ 8 g 3‘ L 1
nitiidNT 5 -
| |§ | 9 E ﬁ 15
Z2f. - | HI 1
g 105240 = §] g‘/,f L | : _LI.:_
i oo . ‘\\ : Y ‘ ‘ r B = —
— 10 y 5/ 4\\ ‘ ‘ 8
\ 3 g
g8
i 5 g |
g B g A r | c
— = TF '81 § —
B 12 I
750 | g
| ? TIFL wn*nnr/ 8 | (UL *-is_—
, g \ \ g |
s Y6 ,U\ M Rey: || [Nawwrivs ; [ 8 | | || rrrrrl | H
. L 2 [ = [ rrrrryy

7R

i W, i 2 7L A
SOOI IRIONOOIIRIIOETOITITOIIIITIN ffh*l:n;:zuzz;g IOSBIDTOSRIITTOTOTIIITIIRETIIIIN |

3

2,730 l 4,550 l 910

8,180

Sectional detail; scale: 1/50.
A LIVING ROOM A &M
g gk g g: Into this white monolith have been cut several large o
openings. The living room, which connects to the outsi
1 roof: galvanized steel, 1=0.4mm, batten seam roofing 1 EER ALY LRIE t=0.4mm IR through these deep openings, lies at the center. The
'W“m'xlﬁﬁm Lt ;;::‘: t;;:;m o 7 22kg/m’ walls, between the exterior and the living room, are o
2 fascia board: Oregon pine, paint finish 2 BEL AT TVRE as rooms. The rooms are separated from the living roos
3 flexible board, t=8mm, paint finish 3 FLALTAH—F 1=9mm B the curtain. As the living room is covered by the
4 curtain, flame-retardant 4 H—7-(Mm) ivh i |
5 wall/ ceiling: wood backing, mortar, t=30mm 5 88 K7 { AFROLELS L 1=30mm ol fecsh Iy e,
mortar plastering material (white) ERAEE S
6 lsuan plywood 6 77 -AERN - -
7 ;I.':c: celling joist: 40 % 40mm 7 ;#?Hl 40X 40mm ZORVHIZIEG 29D KE CRVRORT SR
glass wool, 50+50mm ;?i:—:‘: !-i_l!::r:m OBy oLz ShaFEIEL, £0
b TaARn " % b o MR I — 7 ¥ — KA b h
H 8 floating funi f lindan plywoad, fiush, 8 FAER: LHAETIF v La 0L L. 7, A—F o THEMEHEGE & TROMLETE
: clear lacquer paint finish 9 F ! BEE t=55mm
g 9 floor: tatami mats, t=55mm &1 t=12mm ]
: o BT o Tl e O A (p.65) View from the southwest. This house is located
5 10 esiling: esiling joist 40 40mm F5AS—H—F taBmm TOAMY the approach 1o a shrine. :
& plasterboard, 1=9mm, walkfabric finish 11 EIME FRALEEME | 2+ 41 t=12mm CL (facing page) South side facing the street. The exterior
H n mm"m plywoad, t=12mm, clear 2 & "2:’:::“"'9_ HRs4 which is plastered mortar, has cut-out openings. The e
" ue L m - .
‘ 12 floor: palyvinyichioride shest 2% 1074 — L4 t=300mm height is 5,850mm.
. plywood, 1=12mm R 45X 60mm @303mm o.c.
H polystyrene foam, 1=300mm 13 By
: flor joists: 45 X 60mm @303mm o.c. 14 KRR 7OIRARSY (65F1) mmaL Y Ra, fsttoslion ko,
14, \a i WM e T SURIL ¢ SRl (6T R 2 MONHL. ST L1
15 stainless steel pipe, 8=30mm, double 43 AR ATV A, BF#51E5.850mm.
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TADAO ANDO Architect & Associates

Town House in Hirano

LR iR AR
FHEOHE

A house for two generations - a young
couple and mother - built in a downtown
area retaining a traditional ambience,
with rows of timber dwellings and urban
workshops. It is enclosed against the motley
surroundings by a two-story high wall built
along the site boundary, and inside that
the dwelling is divided into an external
space with the character of an interior,
and an internal space of equal volume.
The single entrance facing the main street
gives access (o a front garden. From there,
a staircase leads to the upper floor and one
passes through the living-dining space with
terrace, which constitutes the public part of

the house, before descending to the bed-
rooms and service rooms constituting a pri-
vate zone on the ground floor. Each of the
two bedrooms overlooks its own courtyard
garden (these are large and small respective-
ly), and while having an open character,
they thus retain their privacy . In the “Row
house in Sumiyoshi”, there was a central
courtyard which clearly formed the heart of
the plan, but in this house, the structure is of
the kind in which the center moves accord-
ing to the position of the residents.

A OER LI LA LY, Fomi
REEYHALTHO—FIZRTENS, Hu
R BROGO 2 N EE, SRR
THhA2RAORIZLY), NEOHS
B S BV, ORIz rEZEH
EF LY+ 2— AONEAYEZEME b
Dk IZEMD ST ERTYS, W
Tl T L THE— ki S v ADD 5 A
bL, TTHEICHA, 2IHh61871)
Y AR—ATHL 2HOAEREME 75
Aw—ElA L, 1REORELAKE) 2/
BLETFAN= /= 2ED, &HiD
OBFFFThEFRRDOYRODEEZET

52 LT, WUEE L SLH05,

T4y~ HRL TV, [
(IR A e & L T O IED e
ZORETIREFTEOLRIZLT
BEIL TV &S il oty

|
Ll

(T

L = _'-‘ NI | [
?:ﬁﬁﬂ@MNMWM-

i
|

LUTTTTR [

Site: scae: 171,500

Section; scale: 1/300.
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Site and second floor; scale: 1/300.
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(p.73) View toward the western courtvard, seen from the second floor.
(above) West side facing the street.

(below) View from the east. This house is built in a downtown area retaining
a traditional ambience.

(facing page) View toward the eastern courtvard, seen from the top stair.

(73F) 2B X hpmio— 2L THEERS.
(k) BRIz A P,

(F) WML hRA REO—MZRs T
(HH) 2BMEE L VEM2— 2R 5.

S,

=
L
|
|
oy
T

Roof.

T T =
L]
IT——
AR N R oL D |
| [ [Tl

Second floor.

location: Hirano-ku, Osaka ArfEM R T PRI
architects: Tadao Ando Architect & BERT ol b HEM SRR gE Ry

Sagoriniey WERLEE 7 AT 7 SRR
structural engineers: Ascoral Engineering HEL /o Koy ARETH 2

:\"’“T'“'f“ Pt e WO 12048m°
general contractors: Hand-House Kenchiku MG 721 lm

Kobo it

145 S 2 ? = . —

site area: 120.48m’ ﬁ‘_} it g‘:'”"'
building area: 72.11m* ! liﬁ ﬁﬁ_‘)ﬁm.
total floor area: 92.13m’ B |“'fl 26.18m’ -
first floor area: 65.95m i‘lr‘\" - 598% | 1 60%) |
second floor area: 26.18m° FHE 656% (RFF [ 160%) 1
structure: reinforced concrete bearing wall; Wik BEARD > 2 U — bBESUHEE

2 stories WA M2 P
maximum height: 5,700mm WM 5.700mm
eaves height: 5,100mm 85 5.100mm =
coniplotion duo: Atgyl, 1336 MR O BRACRR IR WML Rl
family composition: grand mother, couple, Je ik

and child ” ol

BL 196581 First floor; scale: 1/150.

i B ok A
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This is a composition in which lifestvle functions move in
relation to the exterior courrvard and terrace spaces. In the
“Row house in Sumivoshi™, a courtyard provided a definite
center to the house, but in this case, the compaosition has been

gned so that the center of the house shifts depending on
where the people are

78 JA DIMENSIONS OF THE URBAN HOUSE
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ip 76, above) View from the wed-floor livin
looking eastward. The terrace is on the left w
apen space above the east courtvard is on th
(p.76, below) The east courtyard, seen from i
bedroom.
Cast courtvard. The east bedroom is se
eft, with the terrace at the upper lej
Flooring: troweled concrete with expansion jo
+) East courtvard, looking westward.
(facing page, abov iew toward the living r
en fram the rerrac
(facing page. below) Interior of the east bedre
iew toward the stairs 1o the living roo

france.
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L

2420

4.950

nx

2,250

3725 3725
7,450

Perspective of the east courtvard.

extenor wall: exposed concretle, water-repelient paint finish

floor: concrete finish with expansion joints

handrail upper surface: troweled concrete, water-repelient paint finish
handrail. exposed concrele, water-repallent paint finish

beam upper surface concrate, t e paint finish
floor: cinder concrete with expansion joints, asphalt waterproofing
mambrang

flashing faint

steel sash, synthetic resin paint finish, clear float glass

ceiling; exposed concrate

floor: Japanese larch, t=25mm, wax finish

bench upper surface: concrete finish, water-repelient paint finish
bench exposed concrete, water-repelient paint finish

closet: Japanese linden plywood, oil paint finsh

W
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FIALEME RS, 9 FR:EMTY 1=25mm T 2R
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PABZ U EM~E 2 RiE % 5. 1 20-¥3 b oFN=vOP
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TOYO ITO & Associates, Architects
T-House in Yutenji

EER bl iy £
HEF TH

A house designed for a couple and child,
set in a central Tokyo housing estate.
Thin shell construction rigid reinforced
concrete frames, with a uniform height
and width of about 5m, and a depth of
4.8m, 2.2m and 5.1m, are arranged in a
single line to form a structure about 16m
long overall, provided with slit-like open-
ings measuring 1.2m and 2.5m. By plac-
ing the ground floor surface 250mm
below ground level, and making the upper-
floor slab 200mm thick and the roof slab
150mm thick, the height of the overall
building is kept low, at about 5m, although
it is two stories high. The interior con-

3]

L
Il

\ e U

sists of an entrance hall and double-
height space at the center of the plan,
with, on the ground floor, a garage and
child’s bedroom at the front, and master
bedroom at the rear, and, on the upper floor,
a workroom, living room and kitchen.
Because of the building’s box-like con-
struction, it offers great flexibility in
planning along the depth of the structure,
incorporates the minimum of functions
required for dwelling in the city, and
offers the residents the freedom to organ-
ise their lifestyles as they wish.

WS LOEEIZHITA, kig: Tito
rOOBRHEETHL. WA, WEKIZH
smOEEHEI 20— - WHT— 4
Iz kB, BiT48m, 22m, 5.ImD 7 L—
L45, FhENL2m, 25mD A v MO
PR % B2 0F T —EMIC# 16m D 2 TR.
EaEhTvb, 1D L~ % GL-250mm
LA AZ LR 2MAT T % 200mm, BHEA
F7%150mmETAHI LT, W 2H
LM EMSmEEMIERATVS,
Mz > b5 v Ask— L Bk
RACIEL, | REICEEHUH - ORI, LS
FEEE, 2R L EE - S

HRMENTWS, ORI
OWiEL T 5 L TRATHNEER
Y2y FFEILNTE, Wil
LRNROBAE S BAAS, A
IHiEDH S A BET B2 LHT

|
\

Sire; scale: 171,500,

Section; scale: 1/300.
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Site and second floor; scale: 1/300,
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Second floor. I__

First floor; scale: 1/150.

1 GARAGE

2 PRIVATE ROOM

3 DIRT-FLOOR SPACE
4 ENTRANCE

5 BEDROOM

6 ATELIER 1

7 ATELIER 2

B8 LIVING ROOM

9 VOID

(p.83) East side facing the street. The front
wall is composed of clear floar glass with
milk-white film

(facing page, above) Close-up view of the
south side. A slit window is located in the
wall.

(facing page, below) Downward view of the

southeast side. The maximum height is abowt
Sm.

(right) Eastern evening view.

{pp.86-87) This house is composed of one
space. The ceiling is reinforced concrete and
the floor is oak flooring. The structure is of
thin-shell rigid reinforced concrere. The
single large space is divided by an acrylic
sliding screen. The second floor ceiling
height is 2,600mm, and the open space above
the dirt floor is 5,290mm.

(83F) HBSICHWT 2 0. HRBEILER 70—
RS ASLE T LD,

(FHLE) MWW 21 2 MO
{bhTwa,
(EHT)

WM ER, RS SmIZa
HERTWAD,

(f5) WA .

(86-87F() T >7Y—bTLOEHLESFT
Ta=1) » YOETHRE S —E2M, ik
I 2 —F - Ml — 2>,
MojlaE TSRS,
2,600mm,

TN
2REDOFEH S|
+ MWt T AR 412 5,290mm.,
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{left) View toward the eastern glass wall beyond the acrylic
sliding screen. The shadow af a cherry tree is reflected on the

wall,

(right) View toward the living room across the open space

above the dirt floor.
(facing page) View toward the neighbor’s house.

(72) T2 UAB|ZERLIZH 2 FOENRLBHON T AL

B,
() Mool ICEmMERS.
() LMotk D RS,

"lel‘liml“lﬂ' "Wr
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location: Setagaya-ku, Tokyo
architects: Toyo lto & Associates, Architects
structural engineers: Structural Design Office Oak
general contractors: Tokyo Tekkin Concrete

site area: 181.82m*

building area: 80.00m*

total floor area: 148.27m’

first floor area: 80.00m’

second floor area: 68.27m’

structure: reinforced concrete; 2 stories
maximum height: 5,165mm

eaves height: 5,165mm

completion date: March, 1999

family composition: parents and child

e TR A

P g RS e A BT
W AT A — & WG AT
WL #EiGo 20—}
Wb IR 181.82m?

A 80.00m®

HERRTEFE  148.27Tm?

1B 80.00m’

2% 68.27Tm?

HAGE 4% (IFF © 60%)
S 82% (FF% . 150%)
Wik Spo 20— b
HEL MW E2RF

RS 5.165mm

¥ 5.165mm

IR % 1 B (R e
HT O19994E3 H

R Rl TN

>

LIVING ROOM
BEDROOM

m

cast aluminum

"

roof. membrane waterproofing, 1=1.5mm (warkable surface)
polyethylene foam, 1=28mm
monar, 1=10-30mm

wall: plasterboard, 1=12.5mm, emulsion paint finish
sprayed foamed urethana, t=15mm

ceiling: exposed concrete

floor: oak flooring, 75mm * random length, t=15mm
chip board, t=20mm, direct application

spandral wall: Japanese lindan plywood, t=4mm, open-planking
wax finish
plastarboard, t=39.5mm
sprayed foamed urethane, t=15mm

fioor: oak flooring, 75mm X random length, t=15mm
chip board, 1=20mm, direct apphcation
sprayed foamed urethane, t=25mm

# concrete sub-siab, t=80mm

9 crushed stone, t=60mm

10 handrail: steel pipe, o=34mm

11 downspout: polyvinyl-chloride pipe, e=580mm, built-in

12 joint: sealng compound
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Sectional derail; scale: 1/50.
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Lh= K 1=1.5mm BSFE

L FUIFL L (BMH) 1=25mm

. EAS N 1=10-30mm

R73219-#~ F t=126mm EP
REIL 5 -t 1S 1=156mm
S2.7Y- HEBITE L

3570~ > 7 75mm X &R w15mm
H=F 1 20F— F 1=20m (RE Tk
SUTEE t-dmm BA LBV dithbitiEN
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RATL 5 Mt 1=15mm
SF370-Y =7 15mmX&AR t=15mm
H=F ¢ 7h:F= F 1=20m (REI3E)
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Gazebo

IIAIREARYET T15
GAZEBO

This building, which is 4 stories high
above ground, stands facing a road of
trunk route width quite close 1o Yokohama
Station. On the lower floors are shops,
rental offices, and rental flats, while the
4th floor and a part of the 3rd floor are
occupied by the designer’s home.

Arranged around a 4th floor terrace,
domestic spaces, such as the living room
and bathroom are grouped like separate
structures, and make an open roof space
covered with a downward curving roof in
the center of the house. Also, raising the
living area up to the 4th floor helps to create
a place from which to escape external

—— T—

8% ;

©

ite; scale: 1/1,500.

noise. Since 1986, when this house was
finished, the mother and aunt who lived
together here with the family have passed
away and children have been born, mak-
ing the owners a nuclear family, and the
place has been altered to suit the new cir-
cumstances. Without changing the main
frame of the building, studies and bed-
rooms have been made for the parents and
children and the toilet has been enlarged
by changing the position of the store-
room. In this way rooms with a higher
degree of independence than before have
been created for each member of the

family.
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Wi L s BRIZ R b iy
LENEMEEEONEBIZ2 HIHL Ty
A, F2, ARRCEFEMELE FITA
L, Mo s N R E DD
M OIZEL s TS,

1986SEIC T L7: 2O i #h £ CRIE
LTt & BEA M L kA E 4,
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Section; scale: 1/300.
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page) View roward the living room, seen from the

) View from the remodeled child’s room. Also, the
v s enlaarged.
Wil View 1oward the child's room, seen from the
fonm

tieht) View toward the exterior stairs, seen from the
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10 CHILD'S ROOM (facing page) View from the kitchien. The living space
TIUTHUNE AGOM up to the 4th floor apens to the owside, bur still

o erqokiinsopld remains quiet,

13 JAPANESE STYLE ROOM Mo dmtids

14 MOTHER'S ROOM {below) View from the south, across the trunk route.
15 AUNT'S ROOM

16 PENTHOUSE

17 RENTAL OFFICE (EH) GAENRL. 4fich b0, iz 2
18 SHOP il 2 LoobMiEER-Tuwd,

() AR LML ) RS,

Fourth floor,

Thind floor; scale: 1/150.

Third floor (before remodeling); scale: 1/300,
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W View of the exterior stairs, on the southwest corner.

B ARmE s

E SHOP

merr
beamn

rane rool: fiber polyestar pviny-chiaride cos
5 % 150mm

=

~ o o

mm, Hucroethylene resin paint finish

t=3mm

ylene res

uarpathylane

g the living area up 10 8.79m above ground level helps
Witate o place from which o escape external noise. The

Wi s arranged around a terace, making an apen space in
wntter of the hinse.
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TORU MURAKAMI Architect & Associates

House at Ajina

iR SE A AT B AERR
LORRTk S

This house is set in a tranquil residential
area with a view of the island of Aki-miya-
jima off the coast of Hiroshima Prefecture.
Space was maximized by erecting the
absolute minimum of walls and placing a
roof on top of them, i.e. returning to the
original concept of architecture: that of
enclosing and covering a space. Pin
joints are used at the topmost points of
separate walls and independent columns
support a steel-framed curving roof, thus
defining interior space by clarifying each
individual structural form.

The C-shaped plan encloses a terrace, uti-
lizing the site shape, and is made up of

two face to face wings with a half-story
level difference, which are connected by
a ramp. The span is 3.6m, the lowest ceil-
ing height is 2.1m. There are no ceiling
beams, and the 250mm diameter columns
contain 6 vertical reinforcing bars and a
rainwater downpipe.

The central open terrace has a thin cover-
ing of water, like a broad, shallow flower
bowl. All rooms are completely open to
the terrace, bringing to the house an
atmosphere of overwhelming clarity.
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Site: scale: 171,500,

.Sin' and first floor; seale: 1/300.

Section; scale: 1/300,
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GARAGE

PORCH

RAMP

ENTRANCE
JAPANESE-STYLE ROOM
LIVING ROOM

KITOHEN

TERRACE

CHILD'S ROOM

10 BEDROOM

0o AW N —

0

(p.103) Terrace seen from the north. The living room is in the

left wing, the connecting ramp is in the center, and the child's

room is on the second floor in the right wing.

(above left) View from the east. i —

{above right) South side. A closed, expressionless appearance [ |
is adopted to prepare for the neighboring house 1o be |
constructed on this side.
(facing page, above) Ramp connecting the two wings, seen
Sfrom the living room. BT .
(facing page, below) View from the entrance.
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Basement. F i.:sf’)?rrr: scale: 17150. ®
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Sectional detail; scale: 1/10.
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lght-gatige stes| backing
s wool, 1=50mm x 2
et plaster.wax finish
i toncrate linsh, straight jont, w=12mm, @=3.600mm o.c
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giion: Hiroshima, Hiroshima Prefecture
titects: Toru Murakami Architect & Associates
AP, Architectural Structure Design Office
5: Shoda Construction
2.59m’
Blling area: 88.50m’
b8l floor area: 178.37m’
gent floor area: 40.32m’

reinforced concrete and steel frame: | basement and
1 stories
timum height: 4,970mm
30mm
February, 1990
composition: couple

it L s AT
' 18 S:‘\I"iz}ot*”ﬁ_ll,utn
L
IREM 232590
B 88.50m
BREf 178.37m
B 4032m
B 8778
% 5027m'
WME  38.1%
e 6% (;
iz - 20
S e
Wl 4.970mm
4.230mm
BURLC 5 | E(E S SR s

Weing page) Night View bevond the terrace.
e Living room.

flle) View from the living room.
Welow) View toward the terrace, seen from the entrance.
QI The C-shaped plan is made up of two facing wings
W g half-story level difference.

F 7 AL,

L .

A
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WARO KISHI + K. ASSOCIATES / Architecis
House in Suzaku

EFIB+K ASSOCIATES./ Architects
SEOR

The site is located in the suburbs of Nara
and consists of wooden two-story houses
on plots of just under 330m’, with medi-
um-rise apartments to the south. In con-
sideration of the urban context, a com-
postion which includes a private court-
yard was selected. Four slopes link two
wings: an east wing which is 8.95m north-

south by 5.8m east-west, and a west wing
which is 9.0m north-south by 5.4m east-
west, with a half-story level difference. The
east wing is public space, and the west is
private. To approach the building is to go
up the slope seeing the courtyard as if it
were a front yard. As the surrounding

e b | el
Site; scale: 171,500,

= ~—

Section; scale: 1/300,

=
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view comes into sight through the lou-
vers on the right side of the slope, the
courtyard begins to open to the outside.
A living-dining room also opens to the town
through the louvers, and the outside is
felt more closely as one approaches the
building. Also, by making the circulation
as long as possible, the space has a gra-
dation from outside to inside. At the same
time as creating an environment which is
independent of the town, the house also
attempts to relate to it subtly.
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Site; scale: 1/300.
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Ht f—
Il

(p. 111} General view from the south. The inside communicates |
with the outside through the wooden louvers. N
fabove) The site is locared with houses 1o the left, and
medivm-rise apartments to the right.
(facing page) View of the entrance.
(LVVED) g, RWA— 3=l L THMEEMEL RS T
(R
(k) SOOI TES, AI2EREEErRo,
(HEW) x> br72A205,

Second floor.

[
|
"

1 HOBBY ROOM
2 TEA-CEREMONY ROOM
3 COURTYARD

4 STUDY First floor: scale: 1/150.

5 GARAGE
6 PRIVATE ROOM
7 LIVING ROOM | DINING ROOM
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cation: Nara, Nara Prefecture

wehitects: Waro Kishi + K.ASSOCIATES / Architects
sl engineers: Urban Design Institute

| contractors: Kunisada Construction and Sotoji Nakamura
(teg-ceremony room and gardening in courtyard)
area: 307.88m’

jlding area: 126.36m

l floor area: 181.98m

i floor area: 61.06m’

weond floor area: 120.92m

re: reinforced concrete; 2 stories

pumum height: 6, 100mm

mes height: 5,850mm

gmpletion date: October, 1998

fnily composition: parents and child

iR =RWERI

Bl EFIRT+ K. ASSOCIATES / Architects

(VR i e e PR 1 o

B B THIE  hH TR (PEEHE - %)
RREH 307.88m’

EEEM 126.36m°

EEEM  181.98m'

I 61.06m

% 12092m

B 4% (9% 50%)

Bl 59.1% (357 : 60%)

T EPER

e b2 R

BES 6,100mm

il 5850mm

W1 HCR (BSR4 dTil(t
[0 < Ml 1 A [ Bk

b FHE A

icing page, above) View toward the approach, seen from the
mirance.

Wacing page, below) Interior of the living-dining room.

{iight) The courtyard is experienced as a “front yard" as one
aproaches up the slope.

BB LmLhTIO—FARD.
WBF) JeL o yfzy,
NG PEEMEDL S Il AeNS R0 —FEifio THRI~FS.
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{above) Downward view of the courrvard,

{below) The living-dining room opens up to the town through
the louvers.

(p. 119) View of the courtvard.

(E) HERFAL,
(F) ==L IZHHBIC A € >
(H9F)

pant finish
40 % 80 = 3.2mm

1 cedar

V.,
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cippall@yahoo.com

116 JA DIMENSIONS OF THE URBAN HOUSE



[Architecture.Ebook] The Japan Architect no 34 [Summer 1999]

WIZ ARCHITECTS / TOSHIHARU YOSHII
House in Suma Tenjincho

WIZ ARCHITECTS /&3 MFl
AE - REEOR

This is a replacement for a house which col-
lapsed in the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earth-
quake, The site, which commands a view of
Awaji Island, is in a quiet residential arca
several kilometers towards the mountains
from Suma beach. Each living space, of the
couple, the father, and the sister, has its own
entrance linked directly to outside and also
connects to a linear family room on the sec-
ond floor. The father's and daughter’s units
are arranged in order from the road side,
and are accessed from the garage approach.
The workspace / entrance hall on the back
of the first floor serves as the husband’s
hobby space when it is united with the

/

oA

L]

&

S

JLE DD[BJB
LN T
l_%g

[ ]

young couple’s private room. The atmos-
phere of the second floor, where light pene-
trates from the outside space between each
private room and the terrace, varies accord-
ing to the opening and closing of the sliding
doors of each pair of private rooms. In each
unit the dwelling space and lifestyle change
with its linking to the family room. A disap-
pearing ladder ascends to the loft space,
which can be used by any of the occupants
on demand. The degree to which it is possi-
ble to make the private areas public is deter-
mined by the spatial devices such as sliding
doors.
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Site: scale: 1/1,500.

Section; scale: 1/300.
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Site and first floor: seale: 1/300.
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(p.121) View of the \ml‘uu st side. The height of the opening
is 1, 200nm.

(facing page) The exterior garage approach connects to the
sireel.

(abive ) View of the family room.

(below) View toward the street from the work space.
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location: Suma-ku, Kobe
architects: WIZ ARCHITECTS / Toshiharu Yoshii
general contractors: Mizoguchi Komuten
site area: 169
building a
al floor area

eaves height
completion

WIZ ARCHITECT
O LRI
b g 169.88m?
fifli 97.15m!
215.20m’
| B 97.15m*
2/ 97.15m°

i
Ml2m 97 p
8.010mm

5. 850mm
s b X

|':.u;|_[ H_l[-'\ ]

199711 H

1

(above) The Japanese-sivle room of Room 1°.
(middle) View toward Room 3 from the family room.
(below) The exterior garage approach.

(facing page) View from the south.

(p.127) Evening view from the streer.

(HH) mmLn
(127F1)  EREM A
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| EXTERIOR 1
& ROOM 1

L
I ROOM 1 :}" e —
1 WORK SPACE ——————— = 0 ——— e
4 ROOM 2 _————— —— | |———=1 — —
3 CLOSET — — et — ]
§ TRUNK ROOM —_— - ——
1 LAVATORY = — —1
8 FAMILY ROOM ——— = — =
— a) i
16 AOOM 5 —— i .
— |
Loft.
o "'l L
I BT
L
! 8
B e ————
P .
Second floor.
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HHHHHHH
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